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“It will check the
progressive
decay of our

villages and lay

the foundation of
a just social
order in which
there is
unnatural
division between
the ‘haves’ and
‘have-nots’, ..”

Remembering Gandhi

ritish rule had undoubtedly brought peace and order in

Bengal. English education was welcomed by the people
themselves. Formerlyhere was difculty as Bengalis could not
read, write and converse in English. Ndvkis is no longer true.

In 1828, four hundred boys have learnt English in the Hindu
College of Calcutta. If other schools are taken into account, their
number would be no less than thousaAd.new wind was
blowing. Those who had no status in life now came to occupy a
position in the middle class.

Bengal was subjected to the forces of English education. She
was torn between conflicting forces of change. She was torn
between Christianity on the one hand and Hinduism of the
orthodox variety or reformed varietgn the otherThe third force
that moved the Bengalis was Rationalism and also a new faith in
Secularism.

The forces of reform and conservatism were struggling for
dominance.The forces of reform was steadily gaining ground.
The forces of conservatism was on the defensiee Brahmo
Samaj movement attracted the intellectual eliteew movement
known as Neo-Hindu movement primarily associated with saint
Ramkrishna and Swamiivekananda became vocal in the last
decade of the nineteenth centuvuslim aristocracyas a whole,
could not naturally get over the feeling that India belonged to
them before the British cam&hey shunned English education.
They did not try to adjust themselves to the new rule, as the
Hindus did. The condition of Muslim peasantry remained the
same as it was among the peasant castes in Bengal.
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Bengal was swept by several Secamdly, Gandhis plan was that the
movements which aimed at restoring thé&lational Congress should promote the
muslims once more in powefhese were spinning and weaving industry in cottages of
the Faraidiah andWahhabi movements innumerable villagesThis would serve as
which succeeded in converting the Muslinthe foundation of New Life altogether
community into more orthodox Muslim Thirdly, when the Refornf\ct of 1935
community Professor Nirmal Kumar Bose,was passed Indian National Congress won
an expert in Gandhian Movement explainky a lage majority and took dte
“Its central purpose was the restoration oéventually in eight provinces. Gandhi came
Islam itself to its primitive purity : reform forward  with a  programme  for

meant no more than that.’ universalization of education. He advised a

Prof. Nirmal Kumar Bose further craft-centred education. He wrote in 1937 :
argues, ‘Under these circumstances, not “It will check the progressive
only were the social transformation unequal, decay of our villages and lay the
but eventually they led to significant foundation of a just social order in
inequalities and tensions in the political field which there is unnatural division
when power came to the Indian people either between the ‘haves’ and ‘have-
through British Constitutional reforms, or as nots’, ...’

a result of massive political action
undertaken by the people of India in  Fourthly on the eve of Second/orld
general” (Problems of National Integration, War that started in Europe, Gandhi
p. 31) recommended that Congress should decide
In 1915 Gandhi returned to India fromonce for all that it would defend its integrity
SouthAfrica. In 1909 he clearly explained by means of non-violence. But any thing and
his views in a booklet entitleHind Swaraj everything cannot be defended by non-
or Indian Home Rule Subsequently he violence.
joined the Indian National Congress and During the crisis between 1946-1947,
virtually reshaped the Congress completelywidespread Hindu-Muslim riots swept over
He recommended non-violence to thehe land.The reliance which Gandhi tried to
Congress as an expedient, not as a creed. blgld up on people own eforts suddenly
introduced his ideas through practicalanished into thin airGandhi found few to
programmes in a slow progressive manner follow him when in Noakhali he tried to deal
First, he wanted to convert thewith Hindu-Muslim problem by direct
Khilaphat demands of the Muslims in Indiaapproach and voluntary ganisation. He
into one of Indias national demands. Heconfessed,'l am working without the co-
believed that if Muslims and non-Muslimsoperation of the tallest in the larid.’
fought in a common cause, their unity might  With these few words, we pay homage
possibly be firmly achived. to Mahatma Gandhi on his birth-day



Womens Emancipafibn in GahdbiWritings

VISIT TO A YOUNG WIDOW

The curse of evgrwidow who is burning within toe-marry but
‘ dare not for fear of a arel custom, descends upon Hindu society, ,
so long as it keeps the widow under an ugif@ble bondage.

When we were going from Bezwada to Ellore, | was told that a girl who had just been
widowed wanted to give me all her jewellery valued at Rs. 1,400 and that she wished me to
go to her house in a village only less than two miles from Pedapadu where we had to go.
Her caste people observed thadah,and in no case could a girl recently widowed venture
out, especially to a public meetinghe jewellery had little attraction for me. In fact, | did
not believe my informants when they told me that the girl-widow could possibly wish to
give up all her costly jewellerBut the fact of her being young and only recently widowed
(I was told she was a gin-widow) was enough to take me to her hodsd, | was glad
| went.The girl's name is Satyavati Devi. She is under 20. Her husband was a well-educated
nationalist. She knowselugu well. | found her to be a girl of courage and decision. She
has both the parents alive. She placed into my hands all her ornaments, so far as | am aware
And they did appear to me to be worth fully Rs. 1,400. She put into my hands also a note
which asked me to take her to thehram.The parents were present when | met Satyavati
Devi. And they were agreeable to her surrendering her ornamentkhiadi work. |
suggested to the parents that they should not keep her confined to the house, and that sh
should be treated just like the other girls in the famiilpld the girl that she had no need
to discard her ornaments merely because she was widowed. But she was firm. She had nc
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longer any use for them. | told her | would gladly take her toAsleram,if the parents
consentedThe latter have promised to give the matter their consideration, and have given
the girl every hope of her being sent with me at the end of theTtbarfather though he
was undoubtedly cautious and reticent, appeared to me to be generously inclined towards
his daughterl was sorry | was unable to bring any greater consolation to the witdaas
with a heavy heart | parted from her

At Pedapadu, therefore, my speech was devoted to Satyavati Devi. | told the audience
that it was their duty to break down therdah,and to help the parents of the widow to re-
marry her if she was at all so inclined. If a young man of 18 being widowed could re-marry
why should not a widow of that age have the same rigbiithtary enlightened widowhood
is a great asset for any nation, as enforced ignorant widowhood is a didra@udience
listened with respect and great attentidime father of the widow was present at the
meeting. | subsequently learnt that the idea of parting with the ornaments was theswidow’
own original idea, and that she had no desire whatsoever of remarrying. Her great desire is,
| was told, to give herself to study with a view ultimately to dedicate her life to national
service All honour to Satyavati, if such is really her mature decision. Hindu society must
make the way absolutely open for such widows to remarry whenever theyHiketory of
Satyavati is enacted in hundreds of Hindu homes everyTti@ycurse of every widawvho
is burning within to remarry but dare not for fear of a cruel custom, descends upon Hindu
society so long as it keeps the widow under an gnfable bondage.

Young Indig May 2, 1929

LIBERATE THE WOMEN

Men ae undoubtedly to blame for their neglect, nteir ill use

‘ ‘ of women, and they have to do adequate penance; but tho
women, who have shed superstition and have become consciou%’ ,
the wiong, have to do the consttive work of eform.

Dr. S. Muthulakshmi Reddi, the well-known social worker of Madras, has written a
long letter based on one of mAndhra speeches, from which | take the following interesting
extract :

“Y our observations on thegent need for reforms and for a healthy change in the daily
habits of our people, during your journey from Bezwada to Guhawe appealed to me
very much indeed.
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“I may humbly submit that | as a medical woman fully concur with you. But will you
kindly permit me to say that if education is really going to bring in its train social reform,
better sanitation and improved public health, it is going to achieve this result only through
the education of our women?

“Under the present social system, dopbu think that very few women are given
sufficient opportunities for education, full development of body and mind, and self-
expression ?

“Don’t you think that their very individuality is being recklessly crushed under the
burden of customs and conventions?

“Does not early marriage strike at the root of all development—physical, intellectual,
and even spiritual?

“Do not the pangs of child-wives and child-mothers, and the unmitigated sorrows of
our widows and deserted wives demand an immediate remedy?

“Is the Hindu society justified in tolerating or conniving at a custom that in the name of
religion condemns innocent young girls to a life of degradation and vice?

“Don’t you think that as the result of social tyrapmgdian women, with a few
exceptions, have lost the spirit of strength and courage, the power of independent thinking
and initiative, which actuated the women afcientIndia, such as Maitreyi, Gair and
Savitri, and even today actuate aglamumber of our own women belonging to the liberal
creeds like the Brahmo SamAjya Samaj,Theosophywhich is only Hinduism freed of all
its meaningless customs, rites and rituals?

“Should not the members of the Nationalist Partg mean the Congress, burn with a
desire and enthusiasm to find an immediate remedy for all these social evils, the source of
our national weakness and the cause of our present degradation, or at least educate th
masses to liberate their women from the servile bondage to which they are subject, that they
may develop to their full physical, mental, moral and spiritual height, so that they may set
an example of courage and wisdom, and, above all, that they may as wives and mothers
rightly and truly fulfil the sacred task of training, guiding, and forming the daily habits and
character of the future administrators of India?

“If the members of the Congress believe that freedom is the birthright of every nation
and individual, and if they are determined to achieve that at any cost, should they not first
liberate their women from the evil customs and conventions that restrict their all-round
healthy growth, which remedy lies in their own hands?

“Our poets, saints, and sages have sung in the same tune. Biwakainanda has said:

‘That country and that nation which do not respect women have never become great, nor

)
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will ever be in futureThe principal reason why your race is so much degraded is that you
had no respect for these living imagessbfkti.If you do not raise the women, who are the
living embodiments of the Divine Mothedont think that you have any other way to rise.’

“The late Subramanya Bharati, the giftéamil poet, has echoed the same idea.’

“So, would you kindly in your tour advise our men to follow the right and the surest
way to attain freedom?”

Dr. Muthulakshmi has a perfect right to expect Congressmen to shoulder this
responsibility Many Congressmen are doing great work in this direction, individually as
also corporatelyThe root of the evil, howevelies far deeper than would appear on
superficial observation. It is not the education merely of women that is at fault. It is the
whole of our educational system that is rott&gain, it is not this custom or that which
needs condemnation.

Young Indig May 23, 1929

WOMEN AND MILITARISM

Woman, | hold, is the personification of self-sacrifice; but
‘ unfortunately today she does noeaftise what a #mendous , ,
advantage she has over man.

At various meetings in Europe, the question was pointedly asked as to how women may
help in fighting militarism. In Italy at a private meeting, Gandhiji was asked to tell the
women of Italy something they could learn from the women of India.

“If only women will forget that they belong to the weaker sex,” he said in Paris, “I have
no doubt that they can do infinitely more than men againstAmawer for yourselves what
your great soldiers and generals would do, if their wives and daughters and mothers refused
to countenance their participation in any shape or form in militarism.”

“l do not know” he said at Lausanne, “if | have the courage to give message for the
women of Europe that you asked.ftfrl am to do so without incurring their wrath, | would
direct their steps to the women of India who rose in one mass lasaypealr really believe
that if Europe will drink in the lesson of non-violence, it will do so through its women.
Woman, | hold, is the pesonification of self-sacrifice, but, unfortunatetiay she does not
realise what a tremendous advantage she has over Asaifolstoy used to saythey are
labouring under the hypnotic influence of man. If they would realise the strength of non-
violence, they would not consent to be called the weaker sex.”

S0
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Speaking to a group of women in Itahe said : “The beauty of non-violent war is, that
women can play the same part in it as men. In a violent tvarwomen have no such
privilege, and the Indian women played a moreaive part in our last non-violent war
than men.The reason is simple. Non-violent war calls into playfesufg to the lagest
extent, and who can gaf more purely and nobly than womehRRe women in India tore
down thepurdah, and came forward to work for the natiohhey saw that the country
demanded something more than their looking after their hoifileey manufactured
contraband salt, they picketed foreign cloth shops and liquor shops and tried to wean both
the seller and the customer from baihlate hours in the night, they pursued the drunkards
to their dens with courage and charity in their heafteey marched to jails, and they
sustainedathi blows, as few men did. If the women of Mé&st will try to vie with men in
becoming brutes, they have no lesson to learn from the women of Tindia.will have to
cease to take delight in sending their husbands and sons to kill people, and’ congratulate
them on their valou—Mahadev Desai.

India’s Case for Swarajp. 401

bR



Communal Interpretation of Indian History

Dr. Satish Chandra
(By coutesy of SAMPRADAKTA VIRODHI COMMITTEE, New Delhi)

THE manner in which a countiy’past is British historians led by Sir Charles
viewed and presented has always been &itliot, distorted Indian history by owver
important question. How history was mademphasising Hindu-Muslim d#rences in

a means of propagating militarism andnediaeval times, and making out that the
racialism in Hitlerite Germany is well Hindus were infinitely better bfunder the
known. The Japanese militarists, too,British rule than in the previous timeEheir
fostered national phauvinism throughead was followed by many Indian
Japanese history and the leaders of Maoibtstorians. But this was not the only root of
China are doing the same todayperialism the communal distortion of Indian history
had its own view of historylt emphasised Many of fhe early ‘Indologists’, who did
the divisive aspects of the societies ipioneer work for reconstructing the early
dominated, and sought to undermine thperiod of Indian history unfortunately
self-confidence of the people of thoseemphasised ail those aspect which were the
countries by emphasising their failures andpposite oMestern industrial society which
failings in history was unfolding itself at that tim&hus, they

3
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pictured the ancient Indian society as onemission and commission of the British
which was dominated by religious anchistorians are no longer relevant for us
spiritual  values, and where vulgartoday not only because the British have
materialism had little sway departed but because the sub-continent has
Though Jawahar Lal Nehru in his bookpeen divided on communal lines, even while
“Discovery of India” was at pains to refute the leaders and a & part of the thinking
the view that the common people of Indigublic in India rejected the two-nation
were more concerned with their spirituakheory But it is precisely because of these
rather than their material welfare, the earliedevelopments that it is necessary to examine
British view of India as a land of spiritualismthe communal understanding of Indian
was picked up uncritically both by thehistory viz., the thesis that Hindus and
nationalists and by the Hindu revivalists, andluslims have always remained divided on
by and lage, still holds the field. account of their cultural diérences, and that
One efect of this approach to Indian politics in India have been based on these
history is to place an undue and one-sidedifferences. Some writers follow this up by
emphasis on the contribution of tAeyans. asserting that India has become free to
That theAryan people who came to Indiadevelop after one thousand years of foreign
were in many ways culturally backward, andule and cultural darkness. Others try to
that it took several centuries for them tgrove that even the best of the mediaeval
attain the level of civilization which had Muslim rules, such aékbar, were morally
been reached in Mohenjodaro, Harappaorrupt, and that their policies weredaly
Kalibangan and Lothal before the arrival obased on lust for Hindu women.
the Aryans is well known. Howeverthe Powerful voices, both within and
civilization which subsequently developedoutside India, have been raised advocating a
in India is generally portrayed as anyan communal interpretation of Indian history in
civilization with maginal adaptation of pre- the name of “historical objectivity"Thus,
Aryan ideas and institutions, instead oProf. R. C. Majumdar in his booK;The
being presented as an integrated civilizatioBelhi Sultanate’published by the Bharatiya
of Aryans and non-Aryan3he net result of Vidya Bhawan deplores that the Muslims
this outlook is to refuse to study the phasé@lid not mege themselves into this pattern
of the growth of society in India, and to co-and form with the Hindus a single type of
relate these phases with cultural growtthomogenous culture. His picture of
Incidentally this outlook generally implies amediaeval India is thus of one which
distrust of archaeology which has opened ugmained “permanently divided into two
such vast vistas of earlkryan and pre- powerful units, which did not prove
Aryan civilizations and cultures. amenable to a fusion or even any close
It might be agued that the acts of permanent coordinationThis is precisely

99
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what the advocates of the two-nation theorpolitical power in their handsWith the
argued. events of 1947 in the background, this
Thus, Dr Ishtiag Quraishi of the amument appears an appealing one, and puts
Karachi University writing in his book, the responsibility of failure of -cultural
“The Muslim Community of the Indo-assimilation squarely on Muslim political
Pakistan Sub-continent”published from leaders avoid thinkers.
New York, asserts that “at all times the It is, of course, fashionable in some
Muslim of the sub-continent were resolute irhistorical quarters in Pakistan to regard
refusing to be assimilated to the locakeparatism as thédeft motif of Muslim
population and made consciousoefs to movements in mediaeval times, and blaming
maintain their distinctive character” (pp. 78the Hindus for their casteist narrowness.
82.). That cast prejudices played a considerable
And finally, Dr. P Hardy of the London role in keeping Hindu and Muslim societies
University sets the seal by roundlyseparated is undeniable. But this presumes
proclaiming that “neither educated Muslimghat but for the caste element, the Muslims
nor Hindus accepted cultural co-existence agould have been willing to be assimilated in
a prelude to cultural assimilatiofihus, long such a manner as to lose completely their
before British rule and long before moderrseparate identity
political notions of Muslim nationhood, the Unity in diversity has always been
consensus of the Muslim Community hadegarded as a basic feature of Indian culture
rejected the eclecticism @fkbar and Dara which contained within itself a number of
Cultural apartheid was the dominant ideal idlifferent sects and religions, such as
mediaeval Muslim India.” Buddhism, Jainism, Hinduism, etc., as well
The remarkable consensus of thesas sub-cultures based on regional factors.
writers over the impossibility of assimilation The Muslim communitytoo, revealed wide
between the Hindu and Muslim cultures iglifferences.An Arab or an OttomanTurk
significant. The question, howeveis how professing the Muslim faith, was culturally
far is it historically correct to regard Hindufar different from an Indian MuslimThe
or Muslim cultures as being single” entitiesMuslims in  India were powerfully
impervious to mutual assimilationThe influenced not only by the local Indian
argument which has been put forward mosenvironment, but also by the regional sub-
commonly is that Hinduism which hadcultures.
assimilated Greeks, Scythians, Huns etc. in  Scant attention has so far been paid by
its body politic, would have assimilated thethe Indian historians to the growth of these
Turks, Pathans and Mughals, too, if the lattesub-cultures.As we study the growth of
had not been so desparately keen to ke®&engali, Maharashtri, Gujarati, or Punjabi
their separate identity and/or had not heldub-cultures, the Hindu-Muslim d&rences

8
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on an all-India plane appear in a somewhagespective scriptures.
different perspective. Both Hindus and Similarly, in the field of architecture,
Muslims contributed to the growth ofpainting and music. While the Turks
Punjabi and Bengali language and literaturelestroyed a great deal, particularly in the
Which part of them can be called Hindu, an@arly phase, they also built a great déale
which Muslim ? Similarly the outlook of a magnificent buildings which the Khilji,
Muslim Bohra merchant and a Gujrati Bahialughlag,Afghan and Mughal rulers put up
were hardly distinguishable. ImMAwadh in North India were equalled if not surpassed
(Eastern U.B the manner appearance, by the rulers of Gujarat, Malwa, and the
language and outlook of the Hindus and thBeccan.These buildings, which assimilated
Muslims in both towns and villages wereboth Indian andWest Asian architectural
hardly disinguishable in the 19th century traditions, gradually let to the evolution of a
Two conclusions may be drawn fromnational style which continued to have
the foregoing; first, that cultural assimilationvitality till the 20th century Sir Edward
was a long process, and that developmentsityens incorporated this style in his design
did not take place at the same place iof New Delhi.
different areasWe should also be clear In recent years, a few persons have been
about the word culture. If by culture is meanasserting that some of the mediaeval
the religious ideas and values laid down ibuildings are really Hindu, or Rajput
the scripture, obviously there was nduildings. Even if these gnments—which
possibility of the assimilation of Islam, fly in the’ face of historical evidence, and
which; had a definite dogma, and a universalevelopment of style—are accepted, can
faith and sense of brotherhood, into ahey prove that all the magnificient buildings
religion like Hinduism which was basedput up in the mediaeval period are Hindu?
essentially on birth and categorisation oAs if ho magnificent buildings were put up
human beings into castes based on birth. outside India inVestAsia.And does not this
On the other hand, if by culture wedesperate &rt to deny the cultural
understand a definite set of values reflectecbntribution of the Mughals and others show
in literature, thought and art, it would bea  remarkable insularityor deep rooted
difficult to say whether the common pointssense of inferiorityThe next stage in this
are less numerous and less important thaype of thinking could well be the gument
the points of difierence.Take for example, that the Mughal empire was really a Rajput
the mediaeval Bhakti and Sufi movementsampire, propped up by Rajput arms, and
Whatever their origin, the values which theytherefore its achievements are really Rajput
advocated were remarkably simjlaand a achievements!
wide departure from the views propounded It is perhaps not necessary to trace the
by those who took their stand on theigrowth of painting and music during the

pI¢q
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period. The classical music we know todaydharma or public duty is based substantially
in North India was really the product of thison the letter This means that religion and
period. Many new ragas and modes as welolitics are separate, and the king is guided
as instruments were introduced andnainly by politics, though, he does not have
incorporated during this period. In fact,a preceptor to advise him, and would not
classical music is the best example of theommit an open breach of canon of law if
assimilation of Hindu and Muslim traditions.avoidable. In a real sense, the state in ancient
The impact of Mughal painting (itself alndia was thus essentially secular
fusion of Persian and Indian traditions) on  The situation in mediaeval India under
Rajput and Pahari painting is too wellthe Sultans was not fundamentallyfeiiént.
known. Alauddin  Khilji ~ bluntly told Qazi

It may be agued that the real problemMughisuddin that he did not know what was
of mediaeval India was not of culturallawful or unlawful, but whatever was the
assimilation but of the distribution of need of the situation or the good of the state,
political and economic power between théhat he decreedlhe result of this approach
Hindus and the Muslims, and the alliedvas that even an orthodox man like Ziauddin
problems of the relationship between statBarani, the historians, concluded thatraly
and religion in mediaeval India. Communalslamic slate could not exist in Indidt
writing in Indian history distorts the notioncould only be a state which had the outer
of the Sate. The state in ancient India istrappings of IslamA Muslim king was to
presented as a vehicle oflharma or see that there was no open breach of the
righteousness by some writers. If the state illaws of Islam, that honest God fearing
ancient India is to be based on théMuslims should be appointed as Qazis
Dharmashastrait would be dificult to deny (judges) etc., that in general, ruler should
that this implied the oppression of thecontinuously wage waiehad) against the
shudras, indirectly by saddling upon the unbeliever
ruler the responsibility of maintaing the  The private conduct of the citizens did
four-fold caste system, and more directlynot concern the king; nor did the private life
being responsible for enforcing the extremef the king concern the publid. state policy
injunctions prescribed by Manu, such a®f this type he calledjahan dan as
about cutting the tongue of a shudra out if hdistinguished from the policy oflin-dari
recited theVedas. which visualised the strict enforcement of all

But the reality was diérent.As a 10th the laws ofShariat.A second déct was the
century writey Medhatichi explains, the growth of secular laws calledawabit, in
king's duty was derived both from thecontradistinction from Holy law asharia. It
Dharamashastraand the Arthashastra,or is significant that one of the most important
both from canon of law and politics, His rajcompendiums of such laws, tlmwabit-i-

0
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Alamgiri was compiled in the regime of thecontinued to be Igely managed by persons
most orthodox Muslim ruleiAurangzeb. It familiar to the villages. Later on, in the time
is thus clear that the state in India was nevexf Akbar, many of these zamindars were
truly Islamic, and; in course of time, as theadmitted to the nobility and thus given
Hindus were admitted to the highestieds, authority over a wider section. During the
due to the force of circumstances, it becam&econd half of the seventeenth; centiing
even less religious and more secular iproportion of Hindus In the nobility at
outlook. various levels, from’' the highest to the
Apart from studying the relationship inlowest, rose to about 33 percent.
mediaeval times between political authqgrity = The communal interpretation  of
Holy Law and the upholder of Law—themediaeval Indian history which considers
Ulema—modern scholarship has attemptecdonflict between Muslims and Hindus as a
to study the distribution of political and major theme; ovesimplifies this complex
economic power in mediaeval Indian societyreality and tried to slur over the social
It has been shown conclusively that duringgroblems.The relations of th&urkish and
the 16th and 17th centuries as well as duringughal rules with the zamindars who were
the earlier period, economic power angredominantly Hindu was not primarily a
political authority particularly at the local communal but a social pfoblemThe
and regional level, almost everywhere restemindars posed a serious administrative
in the hands of a class of people designatgaoblem because they engaged in mutual
zamindars by the writers of the period. warfare, sometime acted as petty tyrants to
Unlike the zamindars of the British periodthe peasants and resisted and opposed
these zamindars were generally not outsidecentralised political authority  and
or money grabbers. administration At the same time, they were
They enjoyed great prestige in the ruraindispensable by virtue of their influence
areas, being closely linked with the casteand knowledge of local &irs. This. Was a
and communities settled on the land, and didilemma which the mediaeval state and
not interfere with the traditional right of thesociety were unable to resolve and which
peasants. They also had considerablehad important implications for the
military forces at the disposal Duringsubsequent period.
Akbar's time, the forces at the disposal of It is perhaps not necessary to say
the zamindars amounted to 384,558 cavalrgnything about the deliberatef@t made by
4,277,057 infantry 1283 elephants; 4,260 Akbar to integate the ruling classes by
guns and 4,500 boats. No wonddhe forming personal relations with them.
Turkish and Mughal rulers tried to establistMatrimonial relations were formed between
friendly relations with the zamindars. For allhim and members of his immediate family
practical purposes, the villagefafs, thus, with many noble families, and with the

%4



Gandhi Nevs/ slI%! 5i<a% a Vol. 20, No. 1 & 20 «f2e- (t76%4, 03¢

families of zamindars, both Hindu andKshatriyas, and to this may be added
Muslim. Matrimonial relations between theregional and linguistic disparities which
rulers and the local rajas was not anythingiere never absent. Muslim society was riven
new It had been practised by it he rulers oby racial and sectarian €hfences.
Guijarat, Malwa and the Bahamani kingdomSecondlyin the field of religion and thought

In Akbars time, these relations becamealso, many new ideas were broached, but the
means of faging political and personal only basis on which a measure of agreement
bonds with these sections. Even before theas arrived at between Hindus and Muslims
fall of Chittor, at the siege of Ranthanibhorwas mystical and non-rational—an insecure
Akbar had clearly indicated to the Hadas thatasis which could be subverted an any time
the sending of dolawas not a pre-condition by both rational and non-rationalgaiments.

for good relations.The struggle between How weak this basis was made manifest
Akbar and Pratap was, therefore, not ovesnly towards the end of the 19th century
the question of marriages, but on politicalvhen the interests of the upper classes in the
issues. two communities began to divge.

There is no doubt that these marriages, A non-communal interpretation of
though they were essentially political inindian history does not mean denying
nature, helped to bring the Mughals and theultural and social diérences between
Rajputs together in more ways than one. “IHindus and Muslim. But it means that all
is also significant that the uitlity of theseaspects, not merely religious fdifences,
marriages to both sides was not questioneshould be studied. Not only points of
by any reputed Hindu historian till as late aslifferences, but points of contact and
the end of the 19th centyryhus neither understanding should also be brought out.
Banki Das, nor Kaviraj Shyaraal DasSecondly in order to understand the
considered it an outrage on Hindu women, mediaeval realitywe should study not only

In the end, it may be said that despit¢he attitudes of a few rulers but the entire
assimilation aud understanding if féifent relationship  between  the  tBfent
fields, the Hindu and Muslim societies anccommunities and section§he communal
cultures did remain separate to some extenhterpretation of history means, above all,
The reasons for this may have been two. lavoidance of the lives of the people. No
the first place, a unified culture pre-supposesonder it is more concerned with heroes or
a unified societyat least at the higher level.villains than with the structure of society and
The extent to which either Hindu or Muslimthe distribution of political and economic
societies at the higher level were unified ipower  within it. The communal
questionable. Hindus society was alway@terpretation of history thus means above
riven by the claims of superiority betweenall the adoptation of out-moded and obsolete
the two higher castes—Brahmans andethods and methodology
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THE WARRIOR

Anonymous

I n a semi-circle sat a fe
friends, representative
of the great religions of th

holds dear The occasion
was Kakas seventy-fifth
birthday

world. It was six in the
morning on the first day g
December 1960. Men an
women from all walks o
life and all regions of Indig |
were assembled
“Sannidhi” in New Delhi.
One by one, passag

Near Gandhi in spirit,
as if also to be near him in
space, Kal a Kalelkar has
his headquarters in
“Sannidhi”, near Gands’
|\| san adhi in New Delhi.

\| There he lives and works.

'| But every now and then he
were recited from the goes of to far ends of the
sacred books of the Christians, Muslimssub-continent, or lands beyond the seas to
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Sikhs, precedsgdread the message. No wondehen he is

by Gandhis favourite common prayerhe at his headquarters, many from centres far
atmosphere of the Prayer Hall breathed aind near find their way to “Sannidhi for his
peace and purity guidance. Now it is an old soldier of the

As if hovering in some other world, lostMahatma$ scattered armystill carrying on
in the spirit behind the words of thosethe mission in some area away from the
scriptures, sat at the head of the semi-circlgublic gaze, seeking the patriargh’
one who had long crossed the scriptural lifeguidance or only a nod of approvdlhen,
span of three score and ten, a long grayere are earnest souls frofffrica, West
beard flowing over the chest, eyes closethdies or Japan; they come from
behind a pair of spectacles, but the bodwheresoever Kaka has already been to
erect.” This was Kaka Kalelkarone of the encourage or initiate quiet, patient, planned
foremost among Mahatma Gandhifirst activity designed to turn the light on human
comrades in India, who strove ceaselesshalues, Gandhian values, eternal values.
alongside him while Gandhi lived and, now  Yet, once upon a time, this venerable
that he is no more, continues to labour foGandhian patriarch was a revolutionary and
all that Gandhi held and which he himselfan agnostic, for a time an atheist. “| was a

Kaka Kalelkar
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good shot”, he said casually as he sat talkinbpgores Shantiniketan where, as chance
about those restless days to an interviewerould have it, Gandhi also camEhis was
on the completion of 50 years of his publidghe first time that he meflagore and
work, in 1958. Gandhi. This also happened to be the first
Indeed, nationalism did not fail to leaveof the famous Gandhiagore meetings.
traces on his intellectual approach. BuThese first meetings created lasting bonds,
thought and re-study led him to theust when Gandhi was preparing to embark
conclusion that the higher reaches obn his Indian career
consciousness lay beyond the bounds of At this juncture India was looking for a
nationalism, Western or EasternTo him, leader As if in answer to this search,
then, the unity of mankind ceased to b®estiny brought three veterans on to the
abstraction, and became a reality waiting tthdian political stageAnnie Besant moved
be brought to lifeAnd when he spoke from from Theosophy to PoliticsTilak, released
the presidential chair of the fourth sessiolby the British, returned from Burma; and
of the World Parliament of Religions in Gandhi came from SoutAfrica. This was
1937, he pleaded for an approach makingist whenWorld War | was on. In the Post’
for the integration of all communities into a“Abode of Peace”, trying to understand each
single lage human family“l don’t swear by other well, Kaka felt that he had found in
Hindu Scriptures”, he told me in 1958, “IGandhi the leader India had been waiting
revere them, and yet | ddnhold myself for; and Gandhi that he had found his first
bound by them. They taught me to intellectual disciple in India. Kaka was so
understand the spirit of Hinduism and tcenthusiastic that he summoned his friends to
ignore the scriptures as such.” He believesome and meet Gandhi and judge for
in “spirituality which inheres the messageshemselves. HoweverKaka took a little
of the founders of all the great religions”. while longer before making up his mind
With all this, no one fails to notice in finally to throw in his lot with Gandhi.
him his old revolutionery fire; only now it Finally, when he did decide to join Gandhi,
burns on a dferent fuel. After moving Kaka was amongst the first to join him on
among Indian terrorists for 3 decade, anthe banks of the Sabarmati wherefahram
having been disappointed at their ways, h&as set up to train men and women for war
repaired, according to the age-old Hindun the Gandhian wayHe joined theéAshram,
custom, to the Himalayas to meditate. Héut did not quite become @shramite. Far
re-emeged into the plains about the timehe had a mind of his own and with him,
Gandhi returned to the homeland in 1915reedom of thought was, and still is, the
His ceaseless search for truth took him tmost cherished ideal, as it was with Gandhi.
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From the Ashram Kaka
watched Gandhi go out to
comers of the country in order
introduce himself to the people
wished to serve. Scrutator a
explorer that he always wa
Gandhi welcomed th
opportunities Kaka produced
put him in touch with thg /
nationalists who were alreadq ¥ ) "‘,:Ai 3 ‘ 1 ]
striving for the countng freedom Mahatma Gandhi talking with Kaka Kalelkar945

according to their own light. Gandhi founddoyen of Gujarati literature. Gandhi and
these opportunities of getting to knowMahadev Desai, in their talks in jail in 1932
freedom-fighters most useful, although heised to say : “As foNVinobha and Kaka
never approved of the violent methods oKalelkar, we have long fgyotten that they
some of them. are Maharashtrians.”

Kaka had been a crusadeéfe believed Kaka soon found in education the ideal
that narrow regional loyalties must yield tomedium for the fulfillment of his
a national upsge before Indi&g strength revolutionary spirit. As the head of the
could be mobilised to drive out thepremier National University at Gandsi’
foreigner That was the firstask to be headquarters in Gujarat for seven years from
tackled with patient endeavourKakas 1928, he influenced the policies of national
approach to the problem of national unityuniversities in other regions also. Before
was unique and original. He was dong Kaka gave education a new
Maharashtrian and he knew thecomplexion altogetheiThey had decided to
Maharashtrians were disliked by theproduce patriots with the burning fire of
Gujratis. Here was an example of regionahissionary zeal, but it had to be patriotism
tension present in varying degrees in alvith a  diference. Freedom was
parts of India. He instinctively felt, becaus€undamental, it was gent; but it must be
of his spiritual background, that hate couldased on an ever widening loyalfyheir
be conquered only by lovevhy not make a vision must embrace the entire earth and all
start in one region at least, said Kaka tthat was above the earth. On Kaka’
himself, and he set out, as his individuahorizon, the earth and sky never met. Nor
contribution, to serve Gujarat. He served itlid the blue sky above limit his view of the
long in many fields and was hailed as aniverse.As a boy he had passed whole
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nights gazing through a telescope at thEree India. Now the whole world is his
moving stars. In later years he infectedhome and he hops now and then to its most
Gandhi too with this passion. (Astronomyneglected corners to help mankind reduce
was one of the subjects he recommended fall differences and knit itself into a single
study in the national universities.) large human community

By temperament and culture, Kaka is a  The sojourn of the Englishman in India,
philosopher who entered into the field oflespite all his virtues and faults, served to
action without losing his moorings instir an ancient culture to its depthEhe
philosophy But, he is no dreamerHe impact of the two civilisations—the old
believes in building, brick by brick, dreaming of eternal values, and the new
patiently tirelessly A lover of Nature, lover challenging them in the scramble on a
of man, lover of beauty in all itsshrinking globe—released revitalising
manifestations, this philosopher continues tforces. Kaka was exposed, and loved to be
labour and sweat with ever increasingxposed, to all these forces, Eastern and
determination and unflagging spirit. Western, though he would never allow

He presents the seeming paradox diimself to be swept ©fhis feet. Thus
one, who, having laboured the greater patinfolded a personality which represents the
of his life for the political freedom of his best in ancient culture responding to the
country serving five terms of imprisonmentchallenge of an age enriched and vyet
would not step to the political stagé/hen troubled by a tremendous advance in
the Iron Man of India, the hero of Bardoli,science and technology
Sardar Patel, tried to persuade him to enter Kaka is a born crusadeCrusading is
the political arena, Kaka drew his attentiorihe breath of his lifeAlready in his own
to the formidable task of strengthening andountry he has devoted a whole lifetime to
building a firm base first. Freedom was tdhe emotional integration of the nation, but
him only a milestone in a long journelf the cause calls for many more champions on
was another matter when, in Independera world-wide scale.
India, he was asked to spare time to serve as The Gandhian weapon of non-violence
Chairman of the Backward Classapart, Kakas “approach to problems”, in the
Commission in 1950, or agice-Chairman words of K. M. Munshi, “had been moulded
of the Indian Council of Cultural Relations,into definite shape long before he came
or as a member of the Upper House afinder Mahatma Gandki’influence.” Kaka
India’s Parliament. Independence alsoepresents the spirit of the Indian revolution
released him from his vow that he wouldvhich permeated every aspect of national
not go to other lands except as a citizen dife.
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT
on
the Programmes and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from April to September, 2025

m In House Activities :
1. Programme for Underprivileged Children (20.04.2025) :

Barrackpore SocialArtisan Society—a
philanthropic development ganization,
who supports the underprivileged wom
and children for their basic education &
healthcare, celebrated its s2Toundation

. - |
“® day at the auditorium of Gandhi Smarak
| Sangrahalaya on 28pril, 2025 by oganizing

| a cultural programme and prize distribution
ceremony in presence of several dignitaries.
! The children who grew up under the

supervision of this @anization brought :
different dimension to the event with thq -
performances  of  various  cultur
programmes.They invited the Directer
Secretary of the Sangrahalaya as a Spe
Guest to inaugurate theprogramme.

08
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2. Internship Programme (From 15.05.2025 to 30.06.2025) :

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya had accef
the request of the authority of Barrackpd
Rastraguru  Surendranath  College
conduct the curricular based Internsig

Department of History and Politicg
Science of the college.

120 hours Internship Programme was
started from May 15, 2025 and the
. | introductory phase of such programme was
A organized on that day35 students of

department of Political Science were
| participated in this Internship programme and

they were involved in various wo
activities of the SangrahalayaThe ‘
DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalal | g
delivered an introduction and guidelines |

He discussed about the overall progra
structure for their internship, the procedy:

regulations, various work activities during
their period of internship at the Sangrahalaya.
All the interns were divided into
several groups and the team leaders were
selected for each group to conduct the various
work activities, which were assigned to every

¢



Gandhi Nevs/ slisi 153 a Vol. 20, No. 1 & 20 «f#e- GIrssss, k0%¢

group separatelyAfter group discussio
and group meetings each group
provided 2 types of assignments and t
were advised to complete their assignmeg
within a scheduled timeThe interns of]
each group had submitted their fi
assignment reports on 15 June, 202B.
the internees of history group presen

| their first assignment reports through their

| group presentations to the authority of the

| Sangrahalaya on 17 June, 2025 in presence of
‘ the Teachers of their department and the

interns of Political Science Groups had

presented group presentations for their first

assignment reports on 19 MayY025 in

presence of the Teachers of thei
Department.

Each group of the Interns al
conducted some educational programr|
as their 2dassignment and their internsh
programme was ended on June 30, 2
by omanizing a valedictory programme | i
the SangrahalayaAfter evaluating theif 21 sl a0 ‘
overall performances during their 120 hours Internship at the Sangrahalaya the Internship
Certificates were provided to every intern in
the valedictory programmeccording to the
overall performances during their Internship
at the museum, the authority of the
Sangrahalaya evaluated the interns by
providing the gradation marks and it had been
mentioned in their certificates. The
! Sangrahalaya also selected two students from

oY
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the History and
Political Science
departments fo
their overall good
performances during

and awarded th{
mementos to them.
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. Celebration of International Museum Day 2025 (18.05. 2025)
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalayagamized
Special Lecture on the theme
International Museum Day 2025 for tig
young students on May 18, 2025 at #
Sangrahalaya’ premises.
Before starting the discussion t
Sangrahalaya expressed their deej
condolence on the saddened demise of3aroj Ghose a Legendary of the Museum’
movement in India and a moment of Silence was observed to pay tribute aroy
1 Ghose. Professor Supreo Chanda, Professor of
/| Department of Museology University of
Calcutta explained DlGhoses extraordinary

'/1 development of science Museums in our
A country to the participants.

Followed by theMelcomeAddress, |
delivered by the DirecteBecretary of thq

programme were felicitated. Professs
Supreo Chanda and Professor Indr|

Bhattacharya, Professor of Department of

Museology University of Calcutta, were the

main Speakers of Special Lecture programme.
Professor Chanda discussed about the

significance of International Museum Day and

| focused on how museums adapt to social,

J technological and environmental changes and

¥ also highlighted the evolving role of museums

" in dynamic communities.
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Professor Bhattacharya discuss
about the changing patterns of Museold
with the compatibility of the changin
minds of our youth.

In the Interactive Session
opportunity was provided to
participants for interaction with
Speakers and they had been provided s
valuable suggestions by the Speak

the present theme of International Muse ;.
Day 2025.The programme was ended by tiiete of Thanks to the Speakers

4. Celebration of the Centenay Year of the Military Nursing Service MNS)
(14.07.2025) :
The Military Nursing Service (MNS) is celebrating its Centendear in 2025-2026,
marklng 100 years since its formal establishm&he origin of MNS dates back to the
® ~| pre-independence colonial era
when British and Indian
|| soldiers served in the British
| Army. The British Indian
| Government established the
IndianArmy Nursing Services
(IANS) in the year 1888This
| marked the formal beginning
of Military Nursing in India.The oficers of IANS had played a crucial role in providing
medical care to wounded soldiers duriéprld War | and ll. On 1 Oct 1926, the
Permanent Nursing Service was raised in the Indiamy and designated as the Indian
Military Nursing Service. Pos ‘
Independence, the MNS wzq
established as part of th
AFMS. It has evolved as
renowned service known for i
rich history of dedication an

exemplary service in both w‘

o)
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and peaceThe Military Nursing Service|
established in 1926, has grown into
robust and indispensable part of the Ind
Armed Forces. E

To mark the Centenary Celebrati
of Military Nursing Service in the yee,r
2025-2026, the released slogan | il
‘Honouring the past, Healing the gment & Insplrmg the Futtﬂaf

As a part of the programme of the Centenary Celebration of Military Nursing
Service, the Qicers of Base Hospital of
Barrackpore in association with Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya hadyanized a special
programme for underprivileged children at the
premises of the Sangrahalaya on 13 July
2025. The children visited the d#rent
galleries of the museum firsthey were also
: ) shown a documentary show on Indian
Freedom MovementAn audio-visual Spot Quiz programme on life and activities of
Mahatma Gandhi was also conducted for them and the winners were awarded the prizes.

5. Celebration of 79" Day of Independence (15.08.2025) :

The 79 Independence Day was celebrated at
premises of Gandhi Smarak SangrahalayaAogust
15, 2025. In presence of all théaf-members of the
Sangrahalaya and other dignitaries the Direcl
Secretary of the Sangrahalaya hoisted the Nati
Flag in the morning at the premises of

Sangrahalaya.

The Sangrahalaya alsoganized a Sit and Dra
Competition for the children of age group betweer|
15 yearsAfter ending the Sit and Draw Competiti}f
a Cultural Programme was alsoganized at the
auditorium of the Sangrahalaya and the progra

80
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was composed by various performances in combination of patriotic songs, dances,
recitations and instrumental music, performed by the childéenthe end of the
programme prize distribution ceremony was held in presence of Shri Pallab Paul, Deputy

Director of The Department of Information & Cultur#ffairs, North 24 Payanas,
Government ofVest Bengal and other DignitarieEhe ¥, 29 and 3¢ Winners of both
the group of Sit and Draw Competition were awarded the Prizes and all the participants

were praided the Certificates.
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6. Book Discussion a the book, entitled, Khudiram Bose: The Young Martyr of
Pre-Independent India’ (22.08.2025) :

Indira Gandhi National Centre f¢
the Arts (IGNCA, Ministry of
Culture, Government of Indig
Regional Centre, Ranchi

collaboration with Gandhi Smarg

Sangrahalaya, Barrackpo
organized a Book Discussid

programme on the book entitle
‘Khudiram Bose: The oYing
Martyr of Pre-Independent Indiaon 22 August 2025 at theAuditorium of the

Sangrahalayalhe discussion focused on the extraordinary sacrifice of Khudiram Bose,

7 one of the youngest revolutionaries of
India’s freedom struggle and to bring
| forth the values of courage, patriotism,

| and selflessness he embodied. By
engaging with scholarly perspectives and
public  discourse, the programme
highlighted to rekindle awareness among
the present generation about the pivotal
role of young revolutionaries in Ind&independence movement and to inspire deeper
reflection on the spirit of freedom and sacrifice.

Dr Sankar Kumar Sanyal, PresidentAdlf India Harijan Sevak Sangha was grace
the occasion as Chief Gue

Professor Hitendra Kumar Pats
Professar Department of History
Rabindra Bharati University wa N
present as the main Speakédr.
Pragati BandopadhyayAssistant|.
Professor Department of Historyf
S.  Xaviers College, Kolkat:—

88



Gandhi Nevs/ slI%! 5i<a% a Vol. 20, No. 1 & 20 «f2e- (t76%4, 03¢

attended the programme as the Gues
Honour Dr. Kumar Sanjay Jhe
Regional Directgr IGNCA, Ranchi
introduced the main theme of ths

discussion and DKamal Kumar Bose
Former Head of the Department
Hindi, &. Xaviers College, Ranch :

compered the programme and mentioned the contributions of Revolutionaries te India’
Freedom 8uggle. Dr Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya
welcomed all the distinguished Guests andAbdience through hisVelcomeAddress.
Professors and students fromfelient colleges and respective departments were attended

the programme.

: All the Speakers on this event
had illuminated the undeniable truth that
‘, the Revolutionaries courage, sacrifice,
| defiance ignited the Nation. Dr

Bandopadhyay critically mentioned that in
some of our history books the

: Revolutionaries depicted aseifrorist’ and
e their sacrifices as drroristActs’, this kind

of words is not only deplorable but also diminishes for the NationPBtel addressed

on the lack of proper recognition for Revolutionaries of Bengal in the history of $ndia’
Freedom 8uggle. He expressed his view that their contribution should be highlighted
more. Dr Sanyal emphasized that Freedonru§gles success was a collative
effort, driven by the crucia[™
contributions of both
Revolutionaries and Non-violer
Leaders alike. He also mention
that Mahatma Gandhi is the fir
National Leader who united a

="

people irrespective of cast
creed and religion in hi{
movement to make a united Ind
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and that mass No
violent Movementj& ;
created a
Revolution in
history of Freedo

Struggle of India.The |=
discussion conclude{

on high note, with all

participants expressing their hope to hold similar fruitful disonssagain.

m Outreach Pogramme :

Outreach Plogramme at Deshbandhu Pally Barrackpore (25.05.2025) :

~ On the occasion of celebration of 75 years

of a culturally equipped area of Barrackpore,
named Deshbandhu Pally various
programmes including the unveiling of the
bust of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das,
Deshbandhu Memorial Lecture, reception for
£¥ senior citizens above 75 years old of the area,
W& prize distribution to meritorious students of
the area and various cultural programmes

i ~ ;e were oganized by the residents of that area in
the evening on May 25, 202%hey invited Dr Pratik Ghosh, the Directecretary of
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya as a Guest of Honour to deliver the Deshbandhu
Chittaranjan Das Memorial Lectur€he programme was started by the unveiling of the
bust of Deshbandhu along with

various perspectives of the life
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das, delive
by the DirectoifSecretary of thg
SangrahalayaA reception was paid for th
Senior Citizens of 75 years above of

8Y
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area and the meritorious students of
area were also awarded in t}
programmeAt the end, various culturg
programmes on the compositions i
Gurudev RabindranathTagore, Kaji
Najrul Islam and Sukanta Bhattacharf
were performed by the residents
Deshbandhu Pally

m Group Visit :
77 Sudents of GD. Goenka Public School, Dakshineswa14.06.2025) :
77 students of clasgl to 1X, accompanied by their 6 teachers from the Heritage Club
of GD. Goenka Public School, Dakshineswar came to visit the Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya 14.06.20ZBhey were provided the guide services to visit all the galleries
of the museum first and th —

documentary film show on the roj,
of Barrackpore in Indian Freedol .

Movement was also shown to it

o

students in the audio-visual room
the museum. The group visit
enriched the students in regaining.. L

deepest understanding abq
Mahatma Gandhé' philosophy anc

his role in the freedom struggle
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our country The Saff Members of the Sangrahalaya tried tdeofthem a unique
opportunity to connect with history through artifacts, photographs and personal

belongings, displayed in d&rent galleries of the Sangrahalaya and their visit would
foster a sense of national pride to them and also would indpretudents to embrace
Gandhian values.

8
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The Eternal Message of Lord Buddha

1. Yassa gatim na jananti deva gandhabba manusa
Khinasavam arahantam tamaham brumi brahmanam.
1
Him [ call a Brahmin, whose destination know neither the Devas
nor the Gandhabbas nor men and who is a sinless one demolishing
all defilements.

None can scan the goal of one who has reached the highest peak of
attainments and become a sinless one by demolishing all defilements. Such
a one is the true Brahmin.

2. Yassa pure ca paccha ca majjhe ca natthi kificanam
Akificanam anadinam tamaham briimi brihmanam.
2
Him [ call a Brahmin, who has no clingings to the past, present or
future being free from clingings and graspings.

3. Usabham pavaram viram mahesim vijitavinam
Anejam nzhatakam Buddham tamaham briimi
brihmanam.
3
Him I call a Brahmin, who is the fearless hero, the great sage, the
self-conqueror, the desireless, the pure and the Enlightened.

4. Pubbe nivisam yo vedi saggapiyaiica passati
Atho jatikkhayam patto abhififid vesito muni
Sabbavosita vosinam tamaham briimi brihmanam.
4
Him [ call a Brahmin, who knows the past lives, sees the heaven
and hell, has ended rebirth, reached perfection of holy life as a sage
through super-knowledge and completed all duties.

A true Brahmin is he, who may view events of previous lives like the
reflections of things in the mirror, sees things beyond the range of normal vision
by supemnormal eyes, is beyond birth and death by destroying desires, reached
the zenith of holy life through super-knowledge and left no duties undone.

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya

14, Riverside Road, Barrackpore, Kolkata -700120
website : www.gandhimuseum.in « e-mail : gandhimuseum.120@gmail.com
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