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AEd
SomeAspects of Fundamentalism

undamentalism include a variety of thinking involving religion. It is both liberal and
Fnarrow in the interpretation of religious texts. It promotes an ethnocentric attitude. It
gives rise to megalomania. It encourages an oversimplified view of the world. It makes
easy group cohesion. If cohesion is threatened, it can cause violent disturbances in
society

Fundanentalism works as an intervenous morphine for those who cannot cope with the
burden of sanityThe first is factual uncertaintWe are unable to know what will happen in
the future. Could we preditsunamior 9/11? The second is conceptual complexity

All feelings, acts and thoughts are determined by many factors. No behaviour has a fixed
meaningThe third is moral ambiguityMorality changes with time and context. Murder is
wrong, murder in self-defence is not.

The fourth is cultural impurityThe search for purity is an attack on realRyrity is
hybrid. There is no such thing as purity

The fifth thing is that a same person accepts personal responsibility for his or her actions.
This demands ownership of the body—its demands, sensations, sexwal#gious and
unconscious life. SalmarAktar, professor of Psychiatry at Gefson
Medical College, Philadelphi advises us :‘Forget about heaven,
hell and after lifeWe start as parent fantasies and die as our grand-
children’s memories’’ V4

It is not easy to bear the burderf life. In return, we are d¢éred a
feeling of safety and identitfhese are compensatory factdithen these are threatened,
sanity evaporates. Fundamentalism steps in. Uncertainty is replaced by certainty
complexity with simplicity moral ambiguity with clarity and cultural impurity with purity
We are pure Hindu§Ve are pure Muslims.

Fundamentalism absolves us of conflict and misEosyprevent fundamentalism, we
need to make it possible to bear the burden of sanity

Religious belief has a constructive role. Prayer provides a sense of peace. It encourages
kindness, humility and tolerance. Religion helps people to maintain an inner peace. Real
religious people would not hate others to idolise themselves.

We need to dferentiate between benign prejudice and malignant prejudieg¢each
our children the ‘usand ‘themdistinction.This is mildly ethnocentric as a part of identity-
forming processAll these help to create benign prejudice which may allow an individual to
be humane and sane. If there is a childhood trauma, we have a situation of malignant
prejudice.Trauma gives rise to self-hate. Self-hate is projected outward as hatred for the
world. This is the root cause of what is knownFasNDAMENTALISM.

@



b s 7 =
s "\-—ﬂ",f‘ﬂf?f.f'.:.
4

'{’-]IM_} f?u:}_, ﬁ-._/?:.. fae= foo Aeaaisg

Nps ko Eken £ neesia MYl Bgutks

L4

L oTne
) s
Vi Vs L P Mesras (T L2 el
A l A:IM
Lo b3ce me bom } a

Gunig & Mhlabnd s Sy BN Gt &
E '\.-!l{ f"\-‘?’ Fan nJ ,.';I| C..-n,_.q'i: fea ?,ﬂ. Cﬂ'-"""? fﬂ.—l
e 6{1 Firtin, f:.’- e Eiand o= o ?:-4_{.} f\'?

i Lok e Preden #x AR0

F= _.li Ay L{-Q.M.J !f L]

f) s G coned
) Y

Gandhi's Letter to some women

MAKE A DEFINITE SACRIFICE

The Harijan cause is like fire. The more ghee you put into fire, the
more it requires. Those who give to the cause gain, they never lose: and
those who do not give, undoubtedly lose. What you gain by

giving is merit. What you lose by not giving is yourself. ”

During the course of Gandhgi’Harijan tourat Madras a girl gave him a five-rupee
note for his autograph.

“No,” said Gandhiji, “a bangle.The girl took of two bangles and also gave the
five-rupee note.

“Have you your parentgermission to give this awaylake away the bangles, if
you like.”

The girl took back one bangle, saying she would keep it as a momento.

“Won't you ask your parents to give a new bangle?”
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“No,” came the emphatic reply

“Then, let me have it’And the girl went df smiling.

Another girl said: “How can | give anything without my fatlsepermission?”

“You may not,” said Gandhiji, “but does your father claim all the freedom for
himself and give you none?”

A newly married girl said: “I will give you money but not my jewelleRor, if |
give away any jewelleryl am sure to have it replaced, which you would not like. | shall
give you jewellery only when | am prepared to give it away for good.”

“You are right,” said Gandhiji, “I do not want your mon&joney | can have from
your father for the asking. | want from you your jewellefyie condition is that it
should not be replaced. | will patiently wait for the day when you will voluntarily come
and put into my hands your jewelléry

At Vizagapatam, his call to the women for some definite sacrifice was couched in
words chaged with the deepest emotion. He said :

“The Harijan cause is like firdlhe more ghee you put into fire, the more it requires.
So also the more you give to the Harijan cause, the more it regihiese who give
to the cause gain, they never lose : and those who do not give, undoubtediHaste.
you gain by giving is meritWhat you lose by not giving is yourself. Fonen and
women belonging tesavarnaHindu castes have been persecuting Harijans now for
ages.And if we are just now passing through evil times, | am convinced that our
treatment of Harijans has not a little to do with it. | have, therefore, been asking the
women of India to drive away the ghost of untouchability from their hearts. It is wrong,
it is sinful, to consider some people lower than ourselves. Ons@adith nobody is low
and nobody is highwe are all His creatures; and just as in the eyes of parents all their
children are absolutely equal, so also in Goeyes all His creatures must be equal.
Therefore, | ask you to believe me when | tell you that there is no sanction in religion
for untouchability | would, therefore, ask you to give a place in your hearts to all
Harijans around youWelcome Harijan children in your own homes. Go to Harijan
guarters and look after their children and their homes; speak to Harijan women as to
your own sisters.

This cause of Harijans is essentially for the women of India to tackle, and | hope
that you, the Hindu women of this place, will do your duthope those of you who
have the wish and ability to surrender all or any part of your jewgilalydo so.There
is one condition attached to the gift. If you give anything whatspdéverust not be
replaced. | want you to feel that you personally have given something to this cause,
which you cannot do when you give rupees and notes.tik@y come from either your
parents or your husbands. But jewellery is your own propéftyen you surrender your
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jewellery without any intention of having it replaced by your parents or husbands, it is
definitely your own sacrifice. | want you all, who have understood the spirit of the
message have delivered to you, to make that definite sacrificélahadev Desai.
(Harijan, January 1, 1934)

REAL ORNAMENT OF WOMAN

“ The real ornament of woman is her character, her purity. Metal and
stones can never be real ornaments. The names of women like
Sita and Damayanti have become sacred to us for their unsullied

virtue, never for their jewellery, if they wore any. ”

Addressing a womesi'gathering at Myse@r in course of the Harijan touGandhiji said :

“The real ornament of woman is her chargctesr purity Metal and stones can
never be real ornamentShe names of women like Sita and Damayanti have become
sacred to us for their unsullied virtue, never for their jewellérshey wore any My
asking from you your jewellery has also a wider significance. Several sisters have told
me that they feel all the better for getting rid of their jewels.” “I have called this,” he
said before another meeting, “an act of merit in more ways than one. No man or woman
is entitled to the possession of wealth, unless he or she has given a fair share of it to
the poor and the helpless. It is a social and religious obligation and has been called a
sacrifice by the Bhagavad Gita. He who does nfgrdhis sacrifice has been called a
thief. The Gita has enumerated many forms of sacrifice; but what greater sacrifice can
there be than to serve the poor and the needy? For us to-day there can be no sacrifice
higher than to faget the distinctions of high and lpwnd to realise the equality of all
men. | also wish to bring home to the women of India that real ornamentation lies, not
in loading the body with metal and stones, but in purifying the heart and developing the
beauty of the soul.”

On one occasion he recalled to them the sacrifice of the late ShAnrapurna
Devi, who was the first il\ndhra to set to her sisters a noble example of sacrifice and
service, and said : “The very first day she met me she tddkeofornaments—not one,
but all. The women who witnessed the scene were amazed at what was hapjpedjng.
then, there was a shower of ornamedAtsd do you think she looked less handsome
because of her having given away the ornaments? Rather she looked to me more
handsome.The English language has the proverb : ‘Handsome is that handsome
does.””—Mahadev Desai. (HarijanJanuary 12, 1934)

b
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KAUMUDI'S RENUNCIATION

“ ‘Your renunciation is a truer ornament than the

jewellery you have discarded’. ”

It has been my privilege to witness many touching and soul-stirring scenes during
a busy life packed with a variety of rich experiences. But, at the moment of writing this,
| cannot recall a scene more touching than that of the Harijan cause. | had just finished
my speech Badagara. In it, | had made a reasoned appeal to the women present for
jewellery | had finished speaking and was selling the presents received, when gently
walked up to the platform Kaumudi, a girl of 16 years old. She took out one bangle and
asked me if | would give my autograph. | was preparing to give it, wHecaofe the
other bangle. She had only one on each hand. | saidu héed not give me both. |
shall give you the autograph for one bangle &nly

She replied by taking bher golden necklacd&his was no easy performance. It had
to be disengaged from her long plait of h&ut the Malabar girl that she is, she had
no false modesty about performing the whole process before a wondering public,
counting sever thousands of men and women. “But have you the permission of your
parent?” | askedThere was no answeBhe had not yet completed her renunciation.
Her hands automatically went to her ears and out came her jeweladgsaamid the
ringing cheers of the public, whose expression of joy was no longer to be suppressed.
| asked her again whether she had her parents’ consent to the sacrifice. Before | could
extract any answer from the shy girl, some one told me that her father was present at
the meeting, that he was himself helping me by bidding for the addresses | was
auctioning, and that he was as generous as his daughter in giving to worthy causes,
reminded Kaumudi that she was not to have ornaments replaced. She resolutely assented
to the condition.As | handed her— TN
the autograph, | could not he el >3 =
prefacing it with the remark : ‘&ur
renunciation is a truer orname
than the jewellery you hayv « °
discarded.” May her renunciatio
prove to have been an earnest
her being a true HarijaBevika!

(Harijan, January 19, 1934




Mahatma Gandhi and Religion
Satis Chandra Mukherjee

hawe been asked by MRajendra Prasad, one of Mahatma Gasdigvoted followers

and self-sacrificing fellow-workers to write for the Gandhi NumbeNpé \éje (The
New Road), a magazine published from Daugaardnfi in DenmarkAmong the
articles suggested to him by the promoters is one bearing the caption, "Mahatma Gandhi
and Religion”. | propose to take up that subject but will deal with it only in reference to
what | conceive to be the most vital or fundamental element in Mahatma Gandhi’
character

The interest in Gandts’'creed and movement in the Continental countries of Europe
seems to be spreading with marvellous rapidyt what seems to us of India to be a
good augury and a matter of high moral significance is that even the smaller countries of
Europe are being drawn to India under the spell of Mahatma Garsdinitly personality
when nearer home there was Lenin with his doctrines of violence, class-hate and class-
war to antagonise Gandhi.

The practical interest shown in certain circles in Denmark in the life and teachings of
Mr. Gandhi is evidenced by the fact that among the promoters of this magazine is the
translator of Gandrs’ Autobiography from English into DanishiThe magazine, |
understand, circulates among the youthful population of that codrttat the youth
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movement in Europe has turned its eyes towards Gandhi for direction and enlightenment
seems to me to be one of the most hopeful features of the European situation, otherwise
so depressing. Gandhi, on his part, takes a special interest in the spiritual upbringing of
the youth of all countries, and it is a fact that one chief reason why he was so very
anxious to proceed to Europe during the winter months of 1927-1928 was to have
opportunities of personal contact with European youths and of being able to be present at
their meetings and at their international conference.

There is thus a double obligation laid on such among us as have either watched Mr
Gandhi at close quarters and have felt his inspiration or have on the spot studied his
movement; or have participated in his work, to place at the disposal of our European
conferences and the youths of Europe that knowledge and that enlightenment which they
might specially possess. Nevertheless it is clear that any detailed knowledge or any
appreciation founded upon such knowledge, about Mahatma Gandhi cannot be adquately
conveyed through the pages of Magazifse.appreciative study of the Indian hero, in
order that it may have a compelling inspiration, must be made in close juxtaposition with
detailed references to facts and events of his life, his doings and his achievements. In this
circumstance, a magazine article, short or long, or even a series, would fall far short of
the minimum of requirement. For the purpose, therefore, length with original books
should have to be studied, dealing at the vital aspect of Gautifiniand work. But no
book of the kind has been published in India such as could be recommended for study by
European youths, except perhaps two somewhat bulky volumes of very recent date from
the pen of Mr KrishnadasThe author was the Private Secretary of Mahatma Gandhi
during the fateful years of 1921-1922 when the Mahatma, like a colossus, bestrode the
entire world of Indian politics. Krishnadag/orks are original and authoritativ€éhey
very correctly represent the views and ideas of ®andhi, give an inside view of the
great Non-cooperation movement of which he was the sponsor and director and furnish
us with an understanding outlook on the Mahatma as a dynamic personality in the realm
of action.

Il
Having said what, | conceive, may be taken as a brief foreword to the subject of Mr
Gandhi and his life, | propose to bring out as concisely as | can the particular aspect of
that life which comes under the title of this pag@ut the point for us to remember is
that Gandhs religion is not to be summarised or compressed into a few articles of faith;
nor could it be confined merely to its personal aspects. For a real exposition of &andhi’
religion in all its varied features, one must survey it from a wide, comprehensive
standpoint. For Gandhi is nothing, if he is not by his whole makeup a univcrsalist, or an
internationalist, if you please, although he chooses to pose before the wordg atslar
if his whole work was confined within the limits of his native Indiaerefore, a
magazine article would hardly do justice to Gandhi on his religious side, for there is
always the risk of misinterpretation or misunderstanding in any attempt to review him
from a narrow stand-point. Nevertheless it is possible, | take it, within the limits of space
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at my disposal to present him in that essential character of his which distinguishes or
rather contradistinguishes him from all other workers in the field of religion. But if so,

it would be a mere introduction to the study of Gargdihéligion in all its manifold
activities and applications.

The thing which distinguishes Gandhi from everybody else, including professors and
teachers of religion is that he makes no, distinction of religion as a thing apart from life.
Whence it, follows that from his point of viewhe secular and the religious in life must
not remain separated and contradistinguished one from another; but that, on the contrary
religion must permeate, pervade and transform life and its varied actiVities.Gandhi
would spiritualise the politics, education, commerce, social life and the economic arid
industrial activities of a country; and thus inform each with a high common purpose and
make of them a unity expressing itself in a manifold diverHityhen, the unifying factor
of religion be given the go-by and a wall of separation be put up between the secular and
the religious in life, then, according to Gandhi, religion is made to abdicate its high
position, is relegated to a backseat and ceases to perform its true function, the function
for which it exists.

Not only that, but activities that draw no sustenance from the spiritual nature of man,
but derive all their engy and motive power from the non-spiritual side of rean’
composition, are bound, after running their allotted course, to end in disaster and ruin.
Therefore, says Gandhi, to bolster up a materialistic civilisation as a thing of beauty and
joy for ever is wilfully to blind onself to the doom which must inevitably overtake it.
Therefore, Mahatma Gandsideclared verdict on modern civilisation is that it isriAe
day’'s wonder”, seeing that it must inevitably decline and decay by the very law of its
being, Matter cannot sustain itself by itself ever so long. It can only sustain itself by the
power of the spirit and no civilisation boasting only of its material triumphs and glories
can stand the test of time.

The second thing to remember about Gasdméligion is, as will be seen, a mere
corollary from the first. Not only should secular activities be pervaded and permeated
by the spirit of religion; but Gandhi would seek in a way to wipe out the distinction
between the secular and the religious., mcording to Gandhi, if we are to be truly
religious, we must not feel that our daily lives could be split up into two separate
categories which either antagonise one anptirepursue parallel paths. In other words,
Mahatma Gandhi points out, if we have to live our lives, our living must be truly
religious, not only at the core, but also, and for that very reason, at every point on its
wide circumferenceThat is to saythe moment an activity gets divorced from religion or
is relegated to a separate or subordinate cateti@tyvery moment, one begins to live a
double life.And it is a life which more often than not pulls in opposite ways and takes
one farther and farther away from the centre of ®heing. And so having lost ong’
anchor one is dragged along down the slope of life, a process which ends in self-
contradictions, in discord and destruction.

In the modern world, everywhere the idea rampant about the relation between
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religion and wordly activities is that the two represent independent forms and categories
of life and must not be mixed up each with the otherother words, the prevailing
opinion is that the religious man aims at some thing peculiar to his own mental and
moral needsWhile on the other hand the man pursuing worldly activities is dominated
by an aim which is diérent, and this, it is contended, must not be allowed to be
interfered with, controlled or regulated by the claims of the religious life. ltgisear

that secular life and its activities have afisignt dignity and worth of their own to be
capable of a course of evolution which is honourable by itBkeérefore, it can and must
stand on its own legs and needs no extraneous aid from religion. Gaviéf’ as |
understand it, is, that secular life whether national, international or individual so far as it
is not levelled up or buttressed by the forces of religion must inevitably in process of
time pursue the down-grade path, ending in disaster and ruin. It has no virtue or strength
of its own to sustain it for longherefore, if a secular civilisation is able to pursue its
course for any prolonged period of time and is helpful to humanigyll be found that

this is because that civilisation was able to assimilate into its structure those higher
qualities of life which lie at the root of all religion. In other words, secular activities
unregulated, undisciplined and uniformed by those factors of higher life which go into
the basic constitution of all religion are essentially factors of disintegration, i.e. of
conflict and separatiorfhat is why the secular civilisation of the past, in so far as they
represented the material or non-spiritual side of human nature, whether working in
groups, or in nations, or in imperial aggregates have had their day and are nandore.
history also records that civilisation based on theocraeyause of their alliance with

and dependence on monarchies, republics, or empires became so tainted and corrupted
by irreligion that they have had similarly an inglorious ending.

There is therefore, a conflict between religion and life, meaning by life all activities
which are carried on without reference to the claims of the religious or higher life.
Gandhi wants to bridge this gulf between religion and life; and, as already pointed out,
he does it by declaring that our present outlook on life must gader vital
transformation and that there ought to be no distinction made of religion as a thing apart
from life. To pursue the matter a little further; he points out that if life is separated from
religion it descends; whereas if it is pursued in identification with or close correlation to
religion, it ascends. But it is open to us to pursue either the path of ascent or the path of
descent.And so we can abolish the conflict or we can perpetuate it and take the
consequences. In Gandhview therefore, the conflict subsists under present conditions,
because life and it doings are not utilised to serve as means of treading the upward path,
and religion is not used as a lever wherewith to lift that life on to that path. It is therefore,
Gandhis object to transform life, pging it of its sources of error and mischief and so
using it is an invaluable aid to the ushering in of the higher life. In other words, the
conflict between religion and life is to be ended by giving the latter a new
orientation,—by placing before it a distinctly new objective, nantbly development of
the higher man through life’activities. Fqraccording to Gandhi, life in its varied
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aspects dbrds just the necessary stimulus or environment to help a man on to the
upward path. In Gandlsi’'eyes, the environment is there not toraf him opportunities
for endless self-gratification which only creates and perpetuates weakness of spirit. But
it is there for man to wrestle with, so that by such wrestling, he may gain the necessary
internal strength, which is the strength of the soul. In other words, Gandhi declares that
man has to live his life, whether national, international or individual, so that he may
not grow weaker and weaker every dhy following the path of self-indulgence, greed
and cupidity but he has to live his life in order that he may justify himself to himself as a
spiritual being, unconquered and unconquerable by matter and all those forces of
onslaught that owe their origin to matter

\Y
The higher life for the unfoldment of which Gandhi would use the life of the world and
its manifold activities as a lever is essentially a life which is strength incafises
could be no true religious life for him which is not synonymous with the possession of
strengthWhere there is no such strength; where there is fear or cowardice; or where the
individual quails before the possessor of superior instruments of violence—there Gandhi
would say the true religious life is not born. No rites, rituals or any other external forms
of religion, no uttering oMantram,no mere belief in any revealed scriptures, no assent
to any articles of faith, however sincere, would, in Garsdeyes, acquit a man of
irreligion, if he had not the internal strength which defies fear of man or of his
instruments of aggressive violence.

Therefore Gandls' religion is the religion of strength. But it is no borrowed strength
of militarism, such as the military nations of téest are proud of. Fpit is not the
strength that comes from the possession of powenf external weapons of aggression;
or accumulated territories, or accumulated manpoBet it is such strength as man has
by native right, such strength in fact, as transcends all physical might and to which
physical might must owe allegiance and have to render obedience.

The point to remember is Gandhieternal insistence on the cardinal spiritual fact
that man is no weakling but a perpetual reservoir of strength which has got only to be
tapped, and that the sources of that strength constitutes mssential being.

It is this strength which is the vital thing in him, while everything else in Gandhr’
eyes is subsidiary or may even pass as irrelevant. For instance, belief in God is for
Gandhi, hardly the genuine thing, if it is found to hang on to man as an extraneous thing.
In other words, such a belief is no real good, if it is unable to open out the hidden springs
of his strength, the strength that is in every man inherent and subsisting as an inalienable
part of his being. For Gandhi, therefore, the acid test of religion or of religious life is
there, how far it has evoked in the votary of religion the internal strehgthlies
dormant in him and which only can give him the power to challenge and defy matter and
all the forces of matter

Y,
he relation between this strength,—the true strength of the spirit, which must come to
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every man that claims to be religious,—and the power that comes to a man through the
control of his environment,—has to be properly grasped if we must truly appreciate
Gandhis ideas about religion as the only force or factor that can rescue secular life. In
these days of applications of science to life,—of conquest of material nature and
consequent self-glorification by man, there is danger of hgefong the sources of his
true strength—of fagetting that these lie not outside of, but within, his own self. For if
matter can be conquered by nemtelligence it is equally true that such conquest
becomes for him a pyrrhic victory the moment his courage fails him and he has to rely
exclusively for self-defence and self-preservation upon the material instruments of his
own invention. In other words, the moment man felt himself helpless in the face of
external opposition unless he was reinforced by the power of material contrivances that
moment the spirit of cowardice begotten of such helplessness, with its attendant progeny
of fear, distrust, jealousysuspicion illwill and hate, would have overtaken, captured and
taken possession of him. In such circumstance, what matters it, if while losing his soul a
man is the proud possessor of a thousand and other things, which whatever their value,
cannot divest him of the fear and weakness which eats into his vitals? For always there is
for this man, the fear of the sword,—the fe@amely of superior violence, and Chsst’
teaching, “All they that take the sword shall perish with the sword” acquires in this
connection an added significance. For if the present race among modern civilised nations
of theWest for armaments and for mechanisation of warfare be traced back to its roots, it
will be found that at the back of their minds is craven, fekea feay namely of superior
physical might. It is the fear of people that have become progressively weak at heart,
because of their having progressively cultivated faith, not in themselves but in the
mechanical contrivances and instruments of external strength.
VI

0 sum up, Mahatma Gandhiteaching is that the development of the internal strength
of man, a strength which is in no sense borrowed, but which isflarestence of his
spirit,—a natural unfoldment achieved through a course of intensive discipline, truly
marks the growing religious lifaVhence it follows that the repudiation by him, as a
vital factor of his life, of all dependence upon the internal instruments of aggression or of
defence marks out the truly religious mand it distinguishes him also from the motley
crowd, that strut about on the woddstage in the full panoply of wahniding in their
bosom the spirit of covering weakness and of.fAad with force as an ally of fear
comes fraud as an ever ready handmaid to fdrees it is that force seeks to entrench
itself behind fraud employing all the arts and contrivances of lying propaganda and lying
diplomacy to keep up its moral€o repeat, in Gandh&’vocabularythe religious man
and the strong man are synonymous or mutually convertible terms; for the religious man
if he is worth his salt is never a coward.

On the other hand, the true coward, Gandhi explains, is he who, when he has not the
resources of material strength to fall back upon, would feel depressed, bowed down and
helpless. For true bravergiccording to Gandhi, is not the bravery of the sword, but it is
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the bravery of the soulherefore the coward at heart doubly feels compiled to go on
adding to his armouryfor he has not within him the power to do and dare and resist,
even without his armoury

Judged by this standard, by this supreme test of brakargpe andmerica must be
pronounced to have failed and failed egregiauthey have armed themselves to the
teeth and are still arming themselves and have become almost incapable of disarming.
They have progressively become weak at heart and cannot allay their fear of egch other
unless they find themselves but trussed up by the forces of resourceful vidleates
why Gandhi feels that the modern nations of\West have been fast losing their moral
and spiritual foothold, not-withstanding all the triumphs and glories of their present-day
civilisation. That is why to borrow the phraseology of the Christian churches, they are
daily drifting away from the true Christian ideal and are being swallowed up by
“paganism” and “heathenismThat is why Imperialism has reared its head under the
overmastering impulse of territorial greed and cupidity; and political domination and
economic exploitation of the ill-equipped and dgaomised races of the earth by the
armed powers of thé/est have followed in the wake of his paganism of the spirit. In
other words, cowards at heart, they have also proved themselves to be Dodies
why the Imperialist fates are conjuring up from time to time visions of allv Peril”
or of an “Asiatic Menacg&’ or even a menace from the native race#\ica. And so
having lost their vital spiritual instincts, these Powers as already pointed out are seized
also with a mortal fear of their co-equals, for they have no faith in each Atitethe
result is that they have all to get ready for the comlimgageddon, notwith standing all
the Pacts, Leagues aAtliances of Peace that have come into existence.

It is thus that Gandhi feels that the spirit of aggression pervades the whole of the
political and economic systems of Imperialistic nations of \fest. And if he has
declared that the British system of Imperial rule in India is 'Satanic' in substance though
not in form, it is because that system is marked and marred by the same spirit as obtains
in theWest. Mahatma Gandhi therefore, desires above all things to give a new orientation
to the life of the world, and of thé&/est in particularbecause of the invasion of the East
by theWest to bring it back to its true bearings and to stop the process of its internal
decay and putrefacton that has already seAmal. his teaching is that the arrest of this
process would not be possible unless the remedy adopted went to the root of the matter
And so neither formal and pious declarations of principles and ideals of national and
international conduct; nor even pledges and pacts of the sort would ultimately stand the
test, if these were not reinforced by that internal strength which would be an antidote to
all external weaknes3.hese pledges and pacts may contain within them the germs of
“great possibilities” as Gandhi himself recognises. But the essential thing to remember is
that they will ever remain as mere possibilities and never fruatifiess and until the
civilised Sates of theWest losing faith in external strength, choose to turn back and
pursue the path that leads to the development of their internal strength.

So Mahatma Gandlsi’ message to the world atdaris the development of this
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internal strength of men, peoples, and nations. For such strength, as already pointed out,
would be a true antidote to that spirit of helplessness, cowardice and craven fear that
must needs enter as a permanent element in the composition of peoples who have no
other strength than | the strength of the sword, and no other faith than faith in the power
of the swordAnd his further message is that théaat of life have to be so treated and
utilised that instead of breeding internal weakness and ifeaay only evolve, evoke
and unfold internal power and strength in men, people, and nations.

Therefore, Gandhi insists, as already pointed out, that Mewtern world has to be
lifted out of the groove into which it has fallen and from which it calls out to be saved, it
must change its whole angle of vision and envisage life in the new orientation. Gandhi
does not preach that the world is all illusion or "Maya"; nor does he preach as a substitute
for life’s activities, a life of contemplative retirement which is the life of the recluse.
What, howeverhe undoubtedly preaches is that 8factivities have to be pursued in a
different way although pursued unceasingly as at presedtalso, Gandhi holds firmly
to the view that when civilised man has learnt to look at life andfagsfis a means to
one supreme end, namellie developing of that internal power and strength of which he
is the eternal possessor and which belongs to him by native right,—the strength, in other
words, of his native manhood, whether looked at from the individual, the national or the
international point of view—then, the present nightmare which sits upon him will have
vanished.

VI
(Synthetic view of Religion)

nd so we have arrived at the rock-bottom facts upon which the whole philosophical
structure of Gandrs' religion, in its widest outlook, restd/e have shown that Gandhi’
religion is the religion of strengthVVe have also shown that this strength is no borrowed
strength, e.g. military strength, arms, ammunition, capital, man-poweietchave
shown also that it is such strength as is inherent in man (Although requiring to be opened
out); because it comes from what Gandhi calls the “Permanent element in human
nature’. Nor can such strength be said to be derived fromsodeclaration of faith in a
certain creed, nor from assent given to certain doctrinal propositions laid down in the
scriptures. For the strength comes from the inside through the development of “the
permanent element’/And lastly we have seen that this development frees man from
bondage to the power of material strength and cures him of the essential weakness that
clings to one who looks only to the outside for strength and power

Therefore, it is this “Permanent element” in n&aobmposition, Mahatma Gandhi
declares with the utmost emphasis, that “Must find full expressionthe manifold
activities of man and redeem them from futjlitgrror and mischief. If this “full
expression” is denied to it, Gandhi points out, neither would the world be freed from the
clutches of perpetual weakness and,fear would man be able to come face to face
with bis Maker On the other hand, if this “full expression” be the objective of life and its
activities then there would be establshed a true correspondence between man, the world
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and the Divinity that shapes our entlle pursuit by man through ligactivities of this
permanent part of his nature, therefore, in Gandhgyes is the most vital thing from
him. For its result is shown not only in the unfoldment of that strength which can give a
challenge to the power of brute violence. But it is equally true as Gandhi points out that
by such pursuit the the impermanent, that is to say the material side of human nature
would get transformed and purified. It is thus, says Gandhi, that truth would stand
revealed and the soul of man having found itself would find also its Maker

Gandhis understanding of religion is thus founded on this wide outlook and can be
approached only from the higher standpoint. It is a view of religion which is synthetic
but neither exclusive Hindu, nor Muslim, nor Christian; for it appertains to all the
different religions. It appears, therefore, that the intolerance to sects and creeds arises
because of the initial omission to take none of and appreciate religion in the higher or
the universal aspecAnd this synthetic view of religion, which unites all particular
religions, furnishes a clue not only to the solution of the conflict between religion and
religion; but it furnishes also, as Gandhi has shown a means of redeeming the life of the
world and its secular activitieAnd it redeems by making these a means of discovering
the true sources of the internal strength and power of man,—by discovering, in other
words, “the permanent element” in his composition.

IX
Hindu of Hindus

Gandhi is a Hindu of Hindus, and if we must seek to study his Hinduism, we can only
effectively and usefully do so by studying and appraising in the first instance his view of
religion in its synthetic aspect. For there is always considerable daugerding to
Gandhi, in the pursuit of any particular religion, without constant reference to the higher
or universal aspect of ail religiouSherefore, in his pursuit and understanding of the
type of religious life prescribed by the particular religion to which he owes allegiance, he
continually harks back to the bed-rock facts of the higher the universal aspect. He
would therefore, call upon the Hindu, the Muslim and the Christian to understand and
appreciate the injunctions of their respective scriptures in the light of this higher context.
In doing this, Gandhi feels that he is not only not misleading the votaries of figre alif
religions, but he is helping them to be more faithful to their own faiths. In other words,
in Gandhis view by his so doing, he would be helping them to become truer Hindus,
truer Muslims or truer Christians, as the case may be. Gancihi'stant insistence on
distinguishing between the universal or synthetic aspect of religion and the particular
aspects that have found expression in thiemiht creeds and scriptures of the world, has
been for him most fruitful of results. It has saved him from falling into many of the
pitfalls that beset the path of the orthodox religionist, who with all his sinciriigble
to be led away by the letter of the latvhas also saved Gandhi from imbibing the deadly
poison of religious bigotry and fanaticism which has sounded the deathknell of many a
devout soul. It has also saved him from being infected with virus of religious
communalism which sets up a perpetual barrier between man and man, poisons the
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sources of a common life in a composite community and mocks at the doctrine of the
brotherhood of man and of a common human famfilyd so his humanity has not
suffered, because of his wide outlook,—because he has never permitted himself to exalt
his own particular religion, or any particular religion above the hjgther universal,
aspect that transcends and yet explains all particular religions. ‘And it is because of this
that he sets his face also against proselytisaition of any sort, feeling that man cannot
grow, from without, by subscribing to any articles of faith, but that he must grow from
within and thus realise himself, that is to slag own soul and his Maker

Further it is because Gandhi has in the pursuit of his religious life learnt to entrench
himself behind the universal aspect of religion that he has been able all the more to
appreciate and comprehend the parricular aspects that have found expression in the
various creeds and scriptures, and to give them all due allegiance and rev&nehce.
again, because of his wider outlook on religion, Gandhi has been able to bring out into
clearer relief the special truths and ideals that underlie the religion to which he owes his
particular allegiance—the religion of Hinduism which he declares “I love dearer than
life itself.” And lastly it is because of his grasp of the universal aspect of religion that
Mahatma Gandhi has been able to propound the ways and methods of the application of
religion to life and thus to place before the world a new goal and a new method of
cons-tructive dbrt to reach that goal. For Gandhi asserts with reiterated emphasis, man’
life must not be for him a means of self-degradation, whether individual or collective;
but it serve the higher purpose of lifting him on to the upward path, and be rescued at the
same time from those processes of decay and putrefaction that inevitably set in when life
pursues its own wayward path uncontrolled and unregulated by religion.

X

|t was my purpose to lay before the readers the universal aspect of religion on which
Gandhi builds up the whole fabric of his Igeactivities. It is to this aspect of religion
that he refers when he insists that politics, or indeed any other part sfald@vities,
must not be divorced from religioAnd if we find Gandhi devoting himself with so
much zest to the spiritualisation of politics “It is only because, as he himself says
“politics encircle us like the coil of a snake from which one cannot get out, no matter
how much one tries’And so he continues, “I must therefore, wrestle with the snake,
as | have been doing with more or less success consciously since 1894; un-consciously
as | have now discovered, ever since reachingfrears of discrefiod.’again, “Dday
the system of Government is so devised as fectkvery department of our life. It
threatens our very existence.”

Nevertheless, in Gandkiown words “the politician in me has nevedbminated a
single decision of mineThus, in answering certain complaints as to why he went out
of his way “to introduce religion into politics he pointed out that it was no religion in
particular that he had requisitioned to his aid. It was neither Hinduism nor Islam, nor
Christianity nor for the matter of that any other particular religibmerefore, the chge
laid against him must fail. It is from this wide point of view that we must try to
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understand Gandhi when he says,— "l do not believe that religion has nothing to do
with politics. ‘Politics divorced from religion is a corpse fit only to be burrii’order
however that he might not be misunderstood, Gandhi takes care to explain in positive
terms the character of the religion which he seeks to apply to that domain ®f life’
activities which is regarded as politicAlnd he explains by pointing out that it is the
universal aspect of religion and not any particular aspect of it that he has sought to
introduce into politics(Young India,12 May 1920, “Neither a Saint nor a politician™.)
Thus,—

“I have been experimenting with myself and my friends by introducing religion into
politics. Let me explain what | mean by religion. It is not the Hindu religion which 1
certainly prize above all other religions. But it is the religion which transcends Hinduism,
which changes ong’very nature, which binds one indissolubly to the truth within and
which ever purifies, It is the permanent clement in human nature which counts no cost
too great in order to find full expression and which leaves the soul utterly restless untill
it has found itself, known & Maker and appreciated the true correspondence between
the Maker and itself.”

(Copy of the Letter)
My dear Satis Babu,

| know you are thinking of mélo say dort would be cruel. But to say ‘prawould
be quite just. Ill or well, living or dying should not matter to you and to Amiety
would not add one moment to my allotted time. Nothing is yet, fixed as to what | am to
do next. | am allowing myself to be guided by the doctors as much as is possible for me
to do so.

‘Take no thought for the morroig a beautiful saying recorded of Jusgsg@ T
e TSt powerful appeal for me at the present momehe underlying though
is the same in both the sayings.

Yours sincerely
28.3.27 “Bapu”
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programmes and Activities af
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from October, 2024 to March, 2025

m In House Activities :

1. Observance of Mahatma Gandhi's 155th Birth Anniversary (02.10.2024) :
To commemorate the occasion of the 15F*
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandlgs
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpc W"N Bl R
organized a programme on October 2, 2@
at the premises of the Sangrahalayhe [{|./ |
programme was started by lighting t -
lamp and by paying the tribute to Gandlj -
through garlanding on His photograph a 7
it was followed by thenelcomeAddress, i ‘a |
delivered by Dr Pratik Ghosh, Directer ‘
Secretary of the SangrahalayAt the Sl o e

beginning of the programme an Opening Song

was presented by the invited Singe&hri

Rajnath Das. Shri Narayan Basu, Chairman of

the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Managing

Committee was presided over the programme.

, | Professor Gautam Bhadra, an eminent

S % | Historian and Honorary Professor of Centre

for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata and

s the recipient of ‘Bhadro Banglaward’ and

‘AnandaAward’, delivered the 25th Mahatma

'
IR

i

Gandhi Memorial Oration. Dr Maya|'
Ghosh, Member of Gandhi Smar
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore and "
Snehashis SurEminent Journalist anf |
President of Kolkata Press Club and afgs o O
the Member of the Sangrahalaya and ﬁ‘ =l
Abhik Dey, one of the Members of t ‘5 o) .
Sangrahalaya, were also grace § mt‘
occasion.The programme was ended (g ¥

08
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presenting the Closing song and Wate of Thanks was delivered by Shri Snehasis, Sur
Member of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Managing Committee.

2. Day-long Programme for the Participants of the Add-on-Course on Mahatma
Gandhi (14.12.2024) : i
As a part of theAdd-on-Course or
Mahatma Gandhi, entitled ‘Swarg
Satyagraha andhimsa: A Study of thefk
Political Outlook and Philosophy d@4f|

three Departments oft.SPauls Cathedra
Mission College, Kolkata in collaboratio
with  Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalayy
Barrackpore, a day-long programme

| for the participants of the Course on
December 14, 2024 to gain a vast knowledge
W& about the life and philosophy of Gandhijhe

1 DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya
b | provided a guided tour to the participants by
g explalnlng them a lot of information related to

life and activities of Mahatma Gandhi K
showing of all the exhibits in dérent |}
galleries.After visiting the Sangrahalaysa
they had been shown a documentary flieES
show on biography of Mahatma Gandj
At the end of the programme a worksh@&s®
containing several questionnaires on
activiies of Mahatma Gandhi wa
distributed to all the participants of tHEEEEE e , '
course to evaluate their practical knowledge about the phllosophy of Gandbhiji.

m Collaborative Programme :

1. An Awareness programme on 'Enduring Legacy of Mahatma Gandhi in the 21st
Century' in collaboration with St. Pauls Cathedral Mission College, Kolkata
(26.09.2024) :

Gandhiji and Kasturba Gandhi were warmly felicitated by the studentd. d®dsils

¢
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Cathedral Mission College, Kolkata | /=
1915. The Department of Politica
Science and IQAC in collaboration wit
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaygamnized
an Awareness Programme on t
‘Enduring Legacy of Mahatma Gand
in the 21st Century’ at the colleg
campus on September 26, 2024.

In this context the sfamembers
of the Sangrahalaya reached atF&uls
Cathedral Mission College campus a
two separate temporary exhibitions, v
'From Mohan to Mahatma' (A pictorial exhlbltlon on Life and Philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi) and ‘'India of My Dreams' (Gandhiji's constructive programmes for
redevelopment of the society) were temporarily setup at thdre.students of the

L A J college showed the exhibition first.
Y B
J

. 26/09/2024 14:21

= { Followed by a Welcome Address was
delivered by the Principal of the college
| and a special lecture on the relevance of
Gandhiji was delivered by the Head of the
Department of HistoryAfter the inaugural
session was ovgran Audio-Visual Spot
Quiz Programme on Life andctivities of
Mahatma Gandhi was conducted by the
DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya and
an extempore competition wasganised
for the students, through which they
delivered their instant speeches within a certain time by selectifegedtif topics related
to Gandhian philosophyt the end of the programme thi¢inners of quiz and extempore
competition were awarded the prizes and certificates.

\///

2. Certificate Course on Gandhian Studies :
An Add-on Course on 'Swaraj, Satyagrgb=
and Ahimsa: A Sudy of the Political
Outlook and the Philosophy of Mahat
Gandhi' was @anized jointly by the
Department of HistoryPolitical Science
Philosophy and Internal Qualifyssurance
Cell of 8. Paul's Cathedral Missiof® g
College, Kolkata in association wit
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackp
and the course was held from 13 Novem

oY
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to 16 December2024.

This Add-on Course aspired to study Gandhian thoughts from multiple perspectives
to develop a holistic understanding of a great leader who is the pride of our Nation.
Through an interesting and well-planned mix of lectures, presentations, films, museum
visit, it aimed to study Gandhian thoughts academically and at the same time taking
lessons from the life of Gandhiji, ttdsdd-on Course, aspired to inculcate strong values
in students while helping them to discover their latent skills in academic research.

The course was inaugurated on November 13, 2024 at the campusRafus

Cathedral Mission College Kolkata. D(lngshuk Chatterjee, Profess@epartment of

, History, University of Calcutta delivered the
/| Introductory Lecture on 'The Myth of the
-l Mahatma' at the inaugural session of the
| course. Dr Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary
~| Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackpore
~w..| delivered his virtual inaugural speeéhtotal
| number of 78 students from various
departments of tS Paul's Cathedral Mission
College, Kolkata had participated in the
course.

On December 16, 2024 the Direetor
Secretary of the Sangrahalaya was invited by
the authority of the college to deliver the valedictory lecture. He explained that such
Add-on Course is very significant at present for our young generation as the course
introduced the basic fundamental concepts of ethics, valued, humeulityre, faith,
truth and satyagraha and also social harmony of humanTlife. participants of the
course were evaluated by providing the gradation marks on the basis of their
performances in attendance, participatory skills, questionnaires and preparation of
reports At the end of the valedictory session, three students, obtaining the highest grade,
were awarded and all the participants of the course were provided the certificates.

m Participatory Programmes :

1.

Awareness Programme organized by All- ,
India Women's Conference (AIWC)
Calcutta South Branch (03.10.2024) :
All India Women's Conference (AIWGg.
Calcutta South Branch g@anised ar|
Awareness Programme on the occasio
Gandhi Jayanti on 3 Octohe024 at
Nabajiban Vidyamandir Birati. The
DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya W
invited by the oganiser as a Resour
Person to deliver his lecture on Gandhip¥

0q



Gandhi News/ slt&! 5<% a Vol. 19, No. 3 & 40 S3RE, 2038 -W5, 03¢

Philosophy of Non-violence and Communal Harmony for the students of the institutes.

2. National Seminar on 'Mahatma Gandhi : The Ambassador of Peace and Non-

Violence' (18.11.2024) :

MaulanaAbul Kalam Azad Institute ofAsian Sudies (MAKAIS), Kolkata - a premier

research institute under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India in collaboration
with Mahatma GandhAntarrashtriya Hindi
Viswa Vidyalaya (MGAHV), Wardha and
Regional Centre, Kolkata ganized a
4 National Seminar on 'Mahatma Gandhrhe
Y Ambassador of Peace and NoioMnce' at
| Maulana Azad Museum, Kolkata on
November 18, 2024The DirectorSecretary
| of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya was invited
E by MAKAIS to deliver the Inaugurahddress
in the seminar

In presence of all the delegates the
» ' = seminar was inaugurated by lighting the lamp

and by garlandlng the photograph of Mahatma Gandhi. In the inaugural session, Dr
Sarup Prasad Ghosh, Director of MAKAIS delivered YielcomeAddress, and it was
followed by a Special Lecture, presented by Professor Krishna Kumar Siingh,
Chancellor of MGAHV Dr. Pratik Ghosh, Directefecretary of Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore delivered the Inaughddress on 'Relevance of Mahatma
Gandhi: Issues and Challenges' at the end of the Inaugural sd$manyvited Speakers
from various parts of the country also shared their erudite observances on the topic of
the seminar in next twécademic sessions.

3. Seminar on the 'Relevance of Mahatma Gandhi in 21st Century' (28.11.2024) :
Satya Bharati, functioning as a prestigious Non-Governmegarization in Hooghly
district, has been serving the cause ofesirfg humanity with sincerity and dedication
since its establishment in 194%s the part
of the programme of commemorati
ceremony of the Founders of
organisation, who initiated their prima
works in the domain of education, gend
child & youth development, legal and foc
& nutrition, Satya Bharati ganized

th

Gandhi in 21st Century' on November 2
2024 at the premises of their prima
office at Konnagar in Hooghly district.

Dr. Sankar Kumar Sanyahll India

b
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President of Harijan Sevak Sangh and Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore were invited to deliver their lectures on the topic. By
highlighting some analysis regarding the relevance of the Gandhian thought in the 21st
century the DirectotSecretary of the Sangrahalaya emphasized by his lecture that
whether in the 21st centusyglobalized world the Gandhian message still has or could
have any actuality in managing our centarygal challenges.

. Seminar, organized by West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee to mark the
occasion of the centenary of the 1924 Belgaum Session (26.12.2024) :

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Commit*

organized a Seminar at Bidhan Bhavi 'i
Kolkata on December 26, 2024 to mark . ,
occasion of the centenary of the 19
Belgaum Session, which holds an ico
place in India's struggle for independen| 8
marking the presidential debut of Mahat
Gandhi as it was the only time he presic_" |
over a Congress sessidio commemoratg. | /|
this historic significant everitvest Bengalj# ; i
Pradesh Congress Committee invited |//:
DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya .7 N
a special Speaker to deliver a lecture in the publlc meeting at Bldhan Bhavan, Kolkata.

.....

. Annual Scholarship Awarding Ceremony, organized by Barrackpore A. B. Model
High School (07.01.2025) :
The DirectorSecretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya was invited as a Chief Guest at
the Annual ScholarshipAwarding Ceremony
organized by BarrackporA.B. Model High
| School on January 7, 2025. In his brief
* | speech, the DirecteBecretary conveyed the

|| traditional history of Barrackpore and the role
e | of this area in our Independence Movement to
| the students. He also explained Gandhiji's
relationship with Bengal and how the Gandhi
Museum is progressing in Barrackpore since
long time backAt the end of the programme,
the merit students of the school were awarded
scholarship.

6. International Seminar on ‘Visual Communication of Heritage for Special Visitors’

organized by the Department of Museology, University of Calcutta (08.01.2025) :
The Department of MuseologyUniversity of Calcutta @anized an International

®
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Seminar on ‘Vsual Communication o
Heritage for SpeciaVisitors’ from January,
8 to January 9, 2025The Director
Secretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahal
was invited as a Speaker to present a p#®
at the Plenary Session 1 in the Semi
held on January 8, 2025. .Rratik Ghosh
DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahala
presented his paper titledr&hsformation
of a Museum Building to Restore t
Gandhian Heritage—ACase &idy on -
Gandhi Memorial Museum, Barrackpote———
at the SeminaDr. Amulya Jena, Superintendent of Rabindra Bhawéswabharati and

Dr. Dipak Kumar Bara Panda, Curator Adhutosh Museum of IndiaArt, University

of Calcutta, were also present as another Speakers to deliver their deliberations in this
session of the SeminaProfessor Indrani Bhattacharya, Professbepartment of
Museology University of Calcutta was presided over the session.

ﬁ VISUAL COMMUNICATION OF
il & ERITAGE FOR SPECIAL VISITORS

7. 21st Reunion and Felicitation of students organized by the Alumni Association
(Praktanika) of Barrackpore Rastraguru Surendranath College (12.01.2025) :
The Alumni Association (Praktanika) of Barrackpore Rastraguru Surendranath College
celebrated the 21st Reunion and Felicitation of students on January 12, 2025 at the
Commerce building of the colleg&he Alumni Association invited DrPratik Ghosh,
DirectorSecretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya as the Chief Guest to grace the
occasion.
The programme was inaugurated by watering of plants in the premises of College
campus and by garlanding the photograph of Rastaguru Surendranath Bandopadhyay
7 and it was followed by the College
Anthem. Welcome Address was
| delivered by Shri Deb Roychowdhury
anAlumni and President of Governing
Body of the College. DrMonojit Roy,
Principal of the college also delivered
1 his address by mentioning the
significance of the programme to the
students. ShriTapabrata Mukherjee,
| Member of Alumni Association was
[ also present in the programme as a
Special Guest.
: As a Chief Guest of the programme
o4 .4 the DirectorSecretary of the
Sangrahalaya delivered his speech $wam| Wekananda's éws on Modern Wfld'.
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8. Participation at 48th International Kolkata Book Fair
(28.01.20%-09.02.2025) :
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala}
participated in  the |
International Kolkata Book Faif
by holding a Book &ll at
Kolkata Book Fair Groung
(Central Park, Kolkata) from 2

January to 9 Februgr2025.

| \
‘ '-.'4 i“ a 27 Jan 2025, 8:58 pm

9. National Seminar on ‘Innovating Museums for the Future’ at State Museum,
Ranchi, Jharkhand (19.03.2025-20.03.2025) :
The Department of Culture, Government of Jharkhand was invited the DiSstogtary
of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore as a Speaker in the 2 days' National
Seminar on ‘Innovating Museums for the Future’, which was held on the 19th and 20th
of March 2025 at the t§te Museum, Ranchi Jharkhand.
Hon'ble Minister offourism,Arts and Culture of Government of Jharkhand, Shri
T Sudivya Kumay inaugurated the Seminar
on 19 March, 2025The Seminar was
dedicated to reimagining the role of
museums in  preserving  heritage,
harnessing technology and engaging
communities. Dr Pratik Ghosh, Director
Secretary of the Sangrahalaya delivered
&f his lecture on 'Museum and Community
Involvement:  &ategies of Gandhi
Memorial Museum, Barrackpore M/est
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Bengal’. Many dignitaries from several parts of the country delivered their valuable
views on the topic of Seminar on 'Innovating Museums for the Fufirtie end of the
Seminar a delightful Cultural Programme highlighting the culture of ttage Sof
Jharkhand was also ganised by the t&te Museum, Ranchi.

Mobile Exhibitions :

1. At Banarhat High School in Jalpaigudi district (11.11.202-12.11.2024) :
The staf members of the Sangrahalay=—
reached in Jalpaigudi district \
organize two days' mobile exhibitio
and other programmes at Banarhat H
School at Banarhat. Onl1November
2024 two separate temporal \
exhibitions, entitled, 'From Mohan
Mahatma'—A pictorial exhibition on
Life and Philosophy of Mahatm
Gandhi and 'India of My Dreams'-J
Gandhiji's 18 Communaltfictures for
Redevelopment of Societyvere set ug
along with the display of some replic&

11/11/2024 15:54

-_— of Gandhiji's used articles at the premises
| "\ of the school for 2 daysA documentary
i | film show related to Indian Freedom
Movement was also shown to the students

on the first day of the programme. On 12
il November 2024 an Audio-Visual Spot

| | Quiz programme on life and activities of

1 Mahatma Gandhi was also conducted by
g8l the staf members of the Sangrahalaya for
the students and the winners were provided
L the prizes by the Sangrahalaya at the
ending of two days' programme.
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2. At Mazhar-Ul-Ulum High Madrasah in Malda District (27.02.2025) :
The Saff Members of the Sangrahalaya reached at Madh&ilum High Madrasah,
located at Kaliachak in Malda District on 27 Febru&25, to oganize theTravelling
Exhibition on 'From Mohaffo Mahatma' at the premises of the institételocumentary

X | & e << N - - < o <
< \\_,\_, ; 3\@ # - ™ rekzézs.kzaﬁx

B

Film Show related to Indian Freedom Movement and a Spot Quiz Programme on life and
activities of Mahatma Gandhi were als@anized for the students of the schdilthe

end of the programme, the winners of Spot Quiz Programme were awarded by the
Sangrahalaya.

3. At Kaliachak High School in Malda District (28.02.2025) :
On 28 February2025, the &ff Membersf—
of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya reachef =
Kaliachak High School to genize the| =
Travelling Exhibition on 'From Mohan t| =
Mahatma' and the students of varig
classes were guided to show the exhibiti
The documentary film show on o
Freedom Movement was also shown to
students of that school.

s,

m Group Visits :
The Sangrahalaya is very glad to inform that a lot of group of students from various
schools and colleges of several districts of the state had visited the Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya in this period for their educational purposes. Museummnstafbers
provided their services to make educational tours of all groups of students a success by
guiding them on museum visit¥he students of all groups had been able to acquire a
rich knowledge about the Gandhian heritage and the history of Indian freedom movement
by seeing the various exhibits dispdal in the galleries of th8angrahalaya.
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m Group of Students visited the Sangrahalaya in this period :
1. 25 Sudents from Rishi Bankim Collegs
Naihati, North 24 Pganas district visited th
Sangrahalaya on 29.2024.

2. 125 Sudents from Bedibhawan Rablndratrlth‘adyalaya Kalyani, in Nadia district
visited the Sangrahalaya on 02.12.2024.

3. 50 Sudents of Department of English of Rabing
Mahavidyalaya, Champadanga in Hooghly dist
visited the Sangrahalaya on 03.12.2024.

4. 30 Sudents of Department of Histqrilankar College in Burdwan district visited the
Sangrahalaya on 05.12.2024.
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5. 74 Sudents from God's Grace School, Barrackp..
in North 24 Paganas district visited th
Sangrahalaya on 05.12.2024.

6. 25 Sudents of Department of English, NeAalipore College, Kolkata visited the
| Sangrahalaya on 06.12.2024.

7. A group of 60 students of class XI fro
Bedibhavan Rabitirth¥idyalaya, Kalayani in_
Nadia district along with their teachers visit{
the Sangrahalaya 16.12.2024.

8. 43 Sudents of the National Cadets Cops (NCC) of Barrackpore visited the Gandhi
g Z Smarak Sangrahalaya on 01/01/2025.

8¢
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9. A group of Sudents from Medical Resear :
Institute, Sreerampur in Hooghly district ca R B P |
to visit the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya
12/01/2025.

10. A group of 102 students of Barrackpore Girls' High School visited the Gandhi
= Smarak Sangrahalaya on 14/01/2025.

11. A group of $udents of BarrackpordB Model
School visited the Gandhi Smarak Sangraha
on 16/01/2025.

12. A group of almost 350 students of Primary Sections of Modern Englisidemy
] visited the Sangrahalaya on 20/01/2025
& 21/01/2025.

8Y
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13. 46 students alongwith their 5 teachers
Bhawanipur Education Society Colleg
Kolkata visited the Gandhi Smarg
Sangrahalaya on 21/02/2025.

14. 20 Visually Impaired 8idents from NaihatiApex Blind School, a prestigious
educational institute, located at Madarpur in North 24&aas district came to visit
the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya on 06.03.2025 along with Teeichers and
— = GuardiansThe Sangrahalaya provided them a
special guide lecture to provide a vast
.| knowledge about all the exhibits of its
| different galleries with the help of their
‘| Teachers.After listening the story of each
exhibit related to Gandhiji and our Freedom
P A ¥ Movement, they had tried to feel the exhibit
BE TS\ | by touching the objects with proper guidance
U ragaas I | ™ of their respectiv@eachersAfter visiting the
; O RSaG °-5’°3/2°25"5‘§\*§ museum theiTeacher commented that “all the
students gained a lot of experience about the exhibits of the Sangrahalaya”.

o —

15.10 Sudents of the Netaji Satabarshi
Mahavidyalaya,Ashoknagar in North 24"
Paganas district visited the Gand|
Smarak Sangrahalaya on 13/03/2025.

16. A group of students from Ichapur Deaf & Dumb School in North 24dPes district
came to visit the Sangrahalaya on 21/03/2025 alongwith their Educakbey were
provided a guide service by the guide lectures of the Sangrahalaya to visit all the
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| galleries and their Educators helped them
to understand the explanation of all the
exhibits of the Sangrahalaya during their
visit. The documentary show on freedom
movements also shown to them with the
help of their Educators.

17. 12 Sudents of Chandernagar Colle
in Hooghly district visited the Gandl
Smarak Sangrahalaya on 25/03/20Z

m Special Visit :

Major GeneralAjay Deep Sud, Commandant, Command Hospital Eastern Command,

Kolkata visited the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya with his family on February 17, 2025.
The DirectorSecretary of the
Sangrahalaya provided a guided tour
to them to visit all the galleries of
the museum. After visiting the
museum  Major General Sud
remarked "A fantastic collection of
. letters, books, replicas, videos and
murals, which takes you back in
times. Reliving life of Gandhiji is
| like reliving the freedom movement
of India. Complements to the whole

, : staf in maintaining the original

articles so wellA solemn and humbling experience back in time. Best wishes fd' staf
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